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ASERMON PREACHED 


in the Pariſh Church of Banbury on 
Tucſday the fourth ofMarch laſt paſt, vpon occa- 


ſion of a molt terrible fire that happened there on the Sab- 
bath day immediatly precedent , and within the ſpace of foure 
houres was carried from the one end of the Towne to the other, 
with that fury , ascontinuing to burne all the night, and much of 
the next day, it conſumed 103. dwelling houſes, 20, kilne- 
bouſes, and other out-houſes, to the number of 660, 
bayes and vpwards,together with ſo much malt and 
cther graineand commodities , as amonnted at 
the leaſt to the value of twenty thou- 
ſand-potnds. 


The third time publiſhed and enlarged 
by the Author, 


l "4 
Wiltiam WHA TEL Y Vicar of Banbur 


2.P ET. 3.14, | 
The heauens being on fire ſhall be diſſolued, andth 
element ſhall melt with ferwent heat. 
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To his welbeloued neighbours the 


Inhabitants of the Borough of Banbury in the 
County of Oxon, the Author wiſherh all hap- 
pineſſe, dedicating 19 them with thu little 
Booke, him(clfe and all that bee 
can ave. 


yp Q Chriſtian is the onely 
| >» > happic man. Hee is a 
[2 / gayner by all things, It 
E SJ; 2 hisſtate decreaſe, his 
TEAS; linnedecreaſcthtoo If 


os Eare Brethren, A true 


" isſtrengthened. Ifearth fauour himlcſſe , hee 
runs faſterto heaucn:1ffricnds proue vnkinde, 


herruſts morein the kindnesof God. If death” 


killbis body, it kills ſinnetoo, his greateſt ene- 
my, which, before, cannot be quite killed. Bur 
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The Epiſils Dedicatory. 


_. agoodmaninhis fleepe andin his dreames;, 
- without his working, labouring, endeuouring, ©. 
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The bleſſing of God caſts nor good things vp--. 


on vsin ſuch a careleſle faſhion, to fauour our 
idleneſſe, Wee muſt finde them by ſecking; 
and attaine them by taking paines for them. 
He that would fetch gaine out of loſle, muſt 
ſweat forit. When | ſaw therefore the dam- 
mage which you had ſuſtained in your ſtates, 
I bethought my ſclte of helping you toreape 
{ome profit by that diſtreſſe. To that end [ 
meditated theſe things, and ſpake them to you 
at Our next publike meeting, Tothe fame end, 
L haue made my thoughts legible,puttingthema 
into/your hands, and preſenting them vnto 
your eyes , that you might not beable to for- 
get them vnleſle you will put on wiltulneſle. 
Acceptthem as {ignes of my tender care ouer 
you, and O that cuery man amongſt you 
would getthis book into his houſe and hands, 
and readeit more'than once, and ſtudy it with 
{cricusattention. 1 kgow itis not ofany great 
value in 1c ſelfe, bit itis particularly and pecu- 
liarlyficted for your preſent vie, andin that re- 


Zard . may more profit you , than a better 
 -rreatiſe inanorherkinde, I'know mine owne. 
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The Epritle 'Dedicatory. 


wants well enough; neither doe 1 long to 
pe publike. Yet now haue | pur: my ſclte forth 
pf my-priuate ſtudy , for your greater bene- 
fit, in hope allo to deriue the fruit ob your 
calamity to many more beſies your ſclues, 


[ would it might pleaſe the diuine Maieſty, 


to incline your willes to the following of 
the counſell which this booke preſents vn- 
to you, And O thathe would allo ſtirre vp 
the hearts of all thoſe that ſhall reade theſe 
lines, to pray for your profiting by the ſtroke 
and withall, out of compailion to your 
wants, to bec as forward for your ſupply 
' as ſome haue beene already. How happy 
ſhould this corre&ionbe ( and how blefled 
the wiſe corregor ) which ſhould at once 
further your reckoning by procuring your 
amendment, and further the reckoning of 
many more by inlarging their bounty : and 
how happy ſhould 1 account my ſelfe 1f-I 
might become an happy inſtrument of both. 
On the bended knees of my ſoule I beg both, 
of him that can giue both, bur rhe firſt inthe 


ficſt place. If our liues be better than before 


well are wee, though our ſtates bee neuer, 


Jo plentifull as they were before; but, woe 
vnto 
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ynto a$if we recouverour wealth , without re-. 
forming our faulrs.Theall-powerfull and moſt 


graciousGod, worke the former in you, the. 


latter for you: withthis prayerLleaueyou to 
his goodneſſc, and teſt. 


Your well-wiſhing Paſtor, 


William W hartely. 
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Sermon preached 


AT BANBVRY. 


Elbeloued Neighbours 
y Friends, and Brethren im 
& our Lord ; To wellprepared 
A Hearers, a Preface is both 
o/ tedious, and ſuperfluous : 
I) S ſuch, I preſume , the pre- 
"LS WWII xt handof Godhath made 
you,more than any ſpeech of mine can do; for fight is 
a far more powerful & commanding ſenſe,than hea- 
ring, Accept therefore, Ipray you,of a double errand, 
which I baue to do pnto you;one in mine owne name, 
another in the Name of God, From my ſelfe, Z 


_ wouldſpeake,partly, to themrthat baue beene ſmit- 
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ten with this heauy (troke 3” partly , to them that 
 hauzeſcapedit. To the former, by way of condoling 
with them firſt, then of confor:ing them, To the 
| | latter, tocongratulate with them, and to inſtruCt 
them, Had I beene aſlranger, to lodge amongst you 
for anight alone z or a traueller, to bait in your 
Towne for an houre, or paſſe thorow your ſtreets 
for a moment, yet I could not but haue ſadly lamens- 
ted ſo beauy a ſpettacle, the flaming of ſo many 
boules at once, the conſuming of ſo much ſub$tance, 
the out-cries of ſo many perſons, the deſolation of 
ſo great a number of your dwellings ; but being an 
inhabitant , borne, bred , and brought vp amone (t 
you from mine infancie, and neuer abſent from you 
aboue ſeuen yeeres, for learnings ſake ; and now at 
la$b a Miniſter among$t you, and Paſtor ouer you, 
for the ſpace of rwentie yeeres together ; I might be 
wſtly charged to haue loſt all ſenſe and bumanity, 
if I'were no: deepely touched with your calamitie, 
Gus mine eyes leaue therefore, to fpeake vnto you 
| in the language of teares; and ſeeing Iheard ſo ge- 
| nerallacry for water , water , the other day ; let 
i me alſo cry water, water ; and let all our eyes 
| ih z0yne together , to powre forth a ſtreame of water, 
ſuſficient to quench the remainders of thoſe flames 
2 _ Woichare yes burning amongſt you, yea, to quench 
_ Bs the 
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the glowing fire of Gods diſpleaſure for our finnes, 
which haue iuSty kindled all theſe flames amongſt 
cvs. There haue beene mournfull Prophets in 1{racl 
whoſe errand was to take vp a lamentation oucr 
their people, and call their hearts r0 mourning 
and [aaneſſe ; ſuch an one it becommeth me to bee 
at this time, and inthis place, and , Othat I could 
performe it effetually. For where ſhould we ratber 
weepe than here ? in the preſence, audinthe eares, 
of our moſt gracious Father , who hath louingly 
ſmitten vs , ana louerh to ſee his chilaren ſenfible 
of bis blowes, neither can endure more than our 
ſelues ; ſuch hard hearted ſonnes and daughters , 
as Will make nothing of a beating, Moderate teares 
are pleaſing to God that ſmiteth, who doubtleſſe. 
would haue bis children ſorry, that they haue made 
bim angry : neither can any thing leſſe become a 
Chriſtian than ſenſcleſſe ſtoiciſme. Moderate 
reares are profitable to men that are ſmitten, who 
be worſe than diuers beaſts, if they profic not by 

ſtripes, and cannot wax better by them, if they re- 
fuſe to ſmart vnder them, Let vs therefore weepe 
rogether , becauſe we haue bene afflifted together, 

- yea , bec:1uſe wee haue altogether fined and pro- 

cured affiiftion ; weepe you that haue loſt your 

goods or bouſes in whole , or in part, and let mee 

| B 2 .. Weepe 
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weepe With you ; becauſe the Lords hand bath 
falne vþon you, and Jour fannes han prouoked his 
hand; weepe you that haue beheld the loſſes of 
your brethren , becauſe your ſelues baue deſerucd 
the croſſe as well as they , and cannor tell hoy ſoone 
you may feele it. Weepe you my neerer neighbours 
of the Towne, that ſtood amaxed and perplexed 
with fearefull ſuſþence , hoping , and yet doubting 
what would become of your owne goods and houſes. 
Weepe you my remoter neighbours of the country, 
that ſtood aſtoniſhed in the beholding of ſuch a re- 
medileſſe accident , and could not haue leaſure then 
fo weepe for wondring, or helping, or both. Weepe 
you that were then abſent, and ſaw it not , but haue 
beene this morning ſpectators of ſo great a deſola- 
Flon, as I thinke few of your eyes haue euer ſeens be- 
fore. Weepe out of feare, as children, that ſee their 
fathers wrath in beating their brethren, and know 
nor who mubt [uſfer next.Weepe in charity, to ſhew 
Jour ſelues feeling members of the ſame body, 
whereof when one member is grieued, all doe ſym- 
pathize.Weepein pity to heipe roeaſethe burthens of 
Fbe diſtreſſed, who cannor but finde their croſſes mi- 
F1gatea, in finding a part of cheir ſorrowes borne by 
otbers. Weepe in obedience, to fulfill the mo$t ex. 
Preſſe commandement of our God, by weeping with 
them 


- 
_ ed as ee... WIDE, Deuter 


Sinne no more; 5 
them that weepe. VVeepe as men , becauſe you are 
witneſſes of the miſeries of men, VT cepe as Chriſli- 


ans, becauſe they be Chriſtians that ſuffer, VVeepe 
as next neighbours , becauſe your next neighbours 


and familiar acquaintance baue ſmarted, And 


lets all lift wp our voices and weepe, in the 
bearing of the Lord thy God, within bis houſe, 
that ſeeing vs humbled vnder his holy hand , hee 
may know what courſe to take with Vs, as once he 
ſaid to lrael , «frer their erefting of the golden 
Calfe. The Lord compares himſelfe to a father , 
that hangs betwixt anger and pity, reſolued on 


neither , but inclined to that , that tbe carriage of 
his children may call for ; by ſtriking further if 


they [toope not, aud defiſting from ſtripes if they 
doe. Alas, alas , What a breach ha$ thou Lord 
' made amongſt vs > How many dwelling places 
are become deſolate ? How many inhabitants.de- 
ſlitute of habitation? How many wealthy men, 
made leſſe yealthy, and poore men more poore * 
How many rich men are become poore , and poore 
men beegers * How are the labours of many a fa- 
eber, Grand-father, great Grandfather , ſuddenly 


conuertedinto ſmoake andrubbi(h, in the ſpace of a 


day and night? O theraging fury of the tempeſtous 
winds, when they baue once gotien fire and flame 
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within their bluſlring moutbes| O the hideous io- 
lence of fire and flames, when they haue gotten to 
themſelues the wings of the wind to flie about witb= 
all\ AndO the loathſome odiouſneſſe of thoſe wice 
ked fines of ours,which like fooles we loue ſo deare- 
ly, and bug ſo fa$t within our boſomes ; yet alas, 
we ſee they cauſe a tender hearted fath-r to burne 
in diſpleaſure againſt vs, Weepe 1 pray you and 
ſpare not , but weepe like Chriſtian men, yea, like 
men that are ſanttifred through the knowledge of 
Chriſtianitie. Weepe not onely , nor chiefly , nor 
ſcarce at all, for the loſſe of your goods, the ruine_ 
of your houſes , the tmpourriſbing of your ſtates, 
the wants that you may perbaps ſuffer ; but weepe 
alſo, yea, weepe thiefly, and in ammuner 0nely , for 
the finnes of your ſoules, the diſorders of your lies, 
the priuate offences of your f;rmilies , the publique 
offences of the towne', and particular tr mforeffion s 
of your perſons, The teares of the fie(h be fruitleſſe 
Feares, and the ſorrowes of nature, barren ſorrowes; 
but the teares of grace'und the monrning of the. 
ſpirit , are a ſeed moſt precious and mo#t fertile, O 
that wee could now ſow them in great abundance 
for our future benefit, Hee: ſhall gaine much by 
Worlaly loſſes , that tiurneth the griefe of his loſſes 
pon his finnes, But , my bre:hren, let not your 
Weeping 
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renderh to comfort , and endeth in it, As good not 
mourne at all, as drowne ow ſelues in our owne_ 
geares : now therefore ſtop your weeping for a 
ſpace, and let me become your comforter , and call 
you t0 retoycing in the middeſt of this croſſe , and 
in deſpieht of it, Whats can better become a Miniſter 
of the Goſpell, than ts raiſe vþ thoſe that are ſad 
and heauie in beart ? and ſeeing we be furniſhed of 
meanes, to comfort the ſoule againſt its greatest 
and moſt intolerable euils , ſhall wee not bee able to 


reuiue it againſt any outward calamitie > Make. 


your ſelues cbeerefull therefore in the Lord your 
God, as once we read that Dauid did at Ziglag, 
when his caſe was wor ſe than the worſt of yours, 
For h2 had nos alone lo$k bis bouſe and goods, but 
bis wiuesqnd children to hoot, and wich them the 
loue of, in a manner, all his ancient ſouldiers, which 
(impuring their miſerie to him ) began at lengty 
ro talke of [toning their Generall, And if you will 
bu; cleare vp your eyes 4 little from weeping and 


cali 
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Sinne no-more, #7 
weeping and lamentation bee like that of | Rahel, 
whereof the Prophet foretelleth, that ſhee wept 
and would not be comforted . nay, but let mee 
202 on to giue you comfort , and, do you prepare 
your ſelues to takeit, In truth, no griefe is profi - 
table to man, or pleaſing ro God, further than it 
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cait them upward, towards the Ruler of heauen, 
there ts ſtore of comfort in him , that can neuer loſe 
that worthy title of theGod of all comfort. For , 
my brethren, h:ath loſt nothing inthis great loſſe 
of yours, neither ts his ſtate decaied , becauſe {ome 
of yours be ſo ; nor is he leſſe wealthy in the leſſe- 
ning of your wealth, Suppoſe that one of your chil- 
dren bad lo8k agroat or ateſtar , which it pleaſed 
one of you to giue bim, would that loſſe vndoz him, 
thinke you ? muſt bee be ſtarued or hanger-bitten 
becauſe that poore peece of filuer could bee found no 
more ? Or ſuppoſe ſome man of wealth and place, 
{bould haue had his out-houſes burnt, in which the 
flaues and hinds of his family did wont to loape ? 
mu$t they therefore embrace the rockes for a couc- 
ring, as lob ſþcaketh > and be wet with the ſhowers 
of heauen for want of conuenient lodging > O no 
my brethren, a wealthy m:ſter will prouide an 
houſe for his bondmen to put their heads in, and 
fet vþ a better, if a_ worſe be burnt ; andthe ma- 
ny pounds that remaine in the fathers cheſt, ſhall 
ſupply che wants of a childe that hath loſt bis ſmall 
ſtocke of afewſhillings, God is your maiter,God is 
your father; and ſeeing a Chriſtians riches are in 
Gods keeping , h2 muſt count"bimſelfe to haue Joſt 
 natbing, ſo long as God hath loſt nothing, The Lord 


ſo much as this.) which the raging flames haue\ te- 


; 
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of Heauen' bath as witch money, und as much mer- 
cie\noW as euer bee bal. Therefore ſhould you bee 
as ioyful now. as euer,and {ay with Dauid;theLord 
is my ſhepherd; (as much fince the fire-as before) 
dud therefore Tam ſure 1 (ballnot want, It is eafie 
withGodto reſtore you more then all this (and rwice 


uoured : And if his neuer-deceived wiſdome ſee it 


fir for you, he will more thau make vþ your loſſes,ani 


cauſe your latter end to be more plentifull than your 
beginning 5,45 it was once promiſed and performed - 
ro diſtreſſed lob." 1 called ypon you-to monurne 
before, not becauſe you \had loſt your ' wealth, 
but beeauſe" this croſſe. doth come from: God, 
as a figne of bis diſpleaſure. T call ypon-younow - 
ro be comforted, becauſe: the Lord will: accept your 
humiliation, and ſhew himſelfe reconciled; But ſay 
it ſbould pleaſe your heauenly Father , romake your 
earthly portion ſcanter to your dying day, than it 
hath beene heretofore; yet haue you cauſe , my bre- 
thren, and moſt abundant. cauſe , to comfort your 
ſoules.in him , that hath granted you farre better 
things than thoſe that are earthly, Hee hath left 
you himſeifehis ſonne,his ſpirit,the hope of bis king- 
dome, the promiſes of his Goſpel, that rich and pre- 
rious lewel of Baith, and(thatrbat Dauid thought 
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fo bebetter than thouſands of gold and filuer ) the 
iudgements of his mouth, .He bath left you the ſþi- 
rituall bleſſings, wherewith hee hath bleſſed you in 
Chri$, that by fixing your eyss 0p them ( the more in 
the abſence. of theſe meaner things , which did cAl 
-your Fhoughts from them ) you might cauſe the con- 
frderation of theſe ſo ſurpaſſing excellent things , r0 
make the loſe of the trifles ſeeme nothing, 4 man 
loſeth. a payre of gloues, or knife, or handkerchiefe, 
our of bis .poket , but his purſe ( wherein were 
wavy rich lewels with ſtore of gold and filuer ) hee 
loſethnot; will that loſſe torment him, or breake his 
ſleepe ? God bath giuen thee, that art bis childe, his 
ſpirit of adoption to ſeale thee to himſelfe, the bloud 
'of his Sonne to purge thee from thy (innes, and the 
beginnings of holmeſſe, as an earneſt penny of thy 
perfett happineſſe , and (ball the loſſe of a few goods 
and a dirty houſe , make thee looke with a deietted 
\ countenance, or carrie a ſad beart about with thee ? 
O make it appeare that you count Gods fauour , 
Chriſts bloud ,the Spirits power , riches enough , by 
toying in theſe abundantly, euen then when ye want 
riches, Reioyce more that thy ſoule is freed fromthe 
danger of being euerlaſtingly burnt in thoſe -on- 
quenchable flames of hell fire, than gricue that 
thy goods are burnt in the flames of this fire 
that 
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that is well neere alreagy quenched ; cuen With- 
is the ſpace of a day'or two, Bee more glad that 
thou haſt ſuch an enduring. ſubſtance laid vp in 
rboſe celeſtiall habitations ( whether neither theefe 
nor enemie, nor water nor fire can approch ) as ſhall 
neuer be taken from thee by fire or any other acci- 
dent , than be ſad becauſe thy worldly ſubſtance is 
much of it marred and comſumed. Tf you haue ſþi- 
ritual eyes , [bewit now by looking to things inute 
fible, and by taking with ioy the loſſe of your goods, 
euen inthis manner alſo as the Saints of old did the 
loſſe of theirs in another meaning. It were a ſhame 
of all [bames, if earthly loſſes ſhould take away com- 
fort from a Chriſtian heart, that bath beauenly 
benefits remaining entire -onto it, Let them be tor- 
mented with comfortleſſe griefes, at the loſſe of 
houſe and goods, that know not, nor haue, any 
thing better than bouſe or goods; but for them which” 
ſay they know that all this world is rothing, and 
 profeſſe that they expett an vuaefiled and neuerfa- 
ding inheritance in another worla, for them (Iſay). 
ro make a great mourning for ſo little aloſſe, when 
ſo incomparable gaines abide behind: to aelight in, 
nothing can be more abſurd and pureafonable.\Your 
Father hath ſtore of thoſe trifles which you want, 
be hath granted Jou {tore of things farre better : 
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than theſe , reioyce in him; i\reiogceinthem,, and \I 

- -- require you in Gods name , and as you be Chrifti- 
| ans, let not this croſſe cruſb your hearts , what euer 
become of your eſtates. Tea verily brethren , thoſe 
of you" that haue felt and' are like to feele mo$I 
miſery by the preſent chaſtiſements, haue yet cauſe 
of comforting themſelues in a thankfull acknow- 
ledgement of the greater miſeries , which they 
might haue ſuffered, and haue eſcaped, 

Are we not happy that more than halfe the 
Towne is kft entire and vndefaced , though I 
thinke a third part hane paſſed thorow tbe flames ? 
Are "wee" not happy that our goods and bouſes 
alone, nor 0ur Wines and children , our limmes and 
bodies, hatie beeneſoix4 pon bythe furie of this 
inſufferable clement > Hid the wind and fire con- 
ſpired againſt vs at midnight, as at none day, 
bad they beene ſuffered to livin ambuſh till wee had 

all beraken our ſelues to quiet reſt, as they brake 
forth whenwe were all awake , and ſtirring abroad 

$0 ferue God ; 119 doubt but many a man had lo$t 

an arme, many 4 legge , many an eye, ſome their 
lines, many their children , many their wines , many 
tbeir friends ; which would haue beene [0 ſud- 
aenly ſurprized with the nexpefted comming 
j | of that greedy otemy , as they could not haue- 
WE. bethought 
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bt: themſelues of a meanes in that baſte, 
and in ſuch darkeneſſe , cither to haue fled fromir, 
or drouen it from them, 

Herein therefore acknowledge you the gentleneſſe 
and 'clemencie of God, that did ſo moderate this 
chaſtiſement , in regard of the ſeaſon of its break- 
ing forth, as that you eſcapeda farre greater mi- 
ſery than that which you baue ſuſtained by it, Wee 
muFt as well looke from what we hue beene deli 
uered, as what wee haue endured, that our thank». 
fulneſſe maymoderate our ſorrows,and out ioy inthe 
one; may temper our griefes for cheotberg © 

Take comfort therefore , how great ſoruer thy 
loſſe is, that thy croſſe is nor greater * Take comfort 
in this , that your jclues'or your friends were nos 
halfe burnt in your beds : Take comfort 
in this, that you baue received thoſe heauenly 
rvertues, Which the fire cannot burne ; take 
comfort , that God is ſtill yours, {lill rich 
and all-ſufficient ; and in this rake comfort t00, 
chat if you doe, as I bope you will, make a good 
-vſe of this, the Lord will \finde 'a meanes'to 
lade you with bis bleſſings , and re$tore the. 
things that the fire hath deuoured , as once he pro- 
miſeth to doe , thoſe that the Graſhoppers had ea- 
ten vp, Mourne (0 before God, as thus to comfort 
C3 Jour 
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Your ſelues in God, and bleſſed be that mourning, 
Vleſſed that comfort. 
Now hauing thus ſetled your hearts, that came 
bleeding hither with Gods blowes, let me turne my 
ſpeech ro you that haue onely felt the wind of the 
ſtroake as it were, and not the ſmart of it , and ſome 
not ſo much as the wind : ana with you,and for you, 
and for my ſelfe among the reſt, let me bleſſe and 
praiſe God , and greatly reioyce in bim , that hath 
| ſpared thegreater part of the Towne, quite contra- 
ric to our feares and cries , that ſaid we were all vn- 
done, and that ſure all the towne would be ( as ea- 
fily it might haue all beene) burnt, Bleſſed be God, 
 tbat apart alone , andnot the whole Borough, bath 
beene :couſumed , and that the greateſt part remai- 
neth to ſuccour the leſſer, Bleſſed be God that Ban- 
bury Towne atone, and not Banbury Country, kept 
ſo heauyaSabbath , and ſitteth in duit and aſhes. 
Bleſſed be God, that many Townes at once had nor 
fele what hauocke wind and fire can make when 
they meet tozether and ioyne their forces in 0ne_.. 
This burning was terrible indeed , but noching to 
that Which we baue heard of ,and ſome of our eyes 
haue ſeene in other countries, by name in Germa- 
ny , whither areuerend Divine , not long fince ac- 
companying an Ambaſſadour , affirmsd thas his 
owne 
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owne eyes Fold there ar one inſtant , the number of 
fix and rwentie villages and rownes, all burning at 
once round about one citiz. O ſuch a flame as rhar, 
would haue made our buxning {ceme none ogher 
than a playful bonefire, for chilaren to [port about. 
But bleſſed, bleſſed be the moſt high God, that ſuch 
fires, ſo wittingly kindled by the malitious hands of 
mortall enemies, haue not waſted and conſumed 
Towne and Country and all , that neicher ſhould bee 
able to releeue other, Reioyce therefore all of you, 
that haue not felt that ſeuerity whereof your neigh- 
bours and friends haue tated, becauſe the Lord 
hath pleaſed to reſtraine the furie of rhe fire, and nof 
ſuffer it to ſeize on your goods and Houſes: and you 
that hauz ſuſtained much dammage your ſelues, yet 
ſbey your (elues feeling members, and reioyce with 
them that reio ce, Be gladthat thou haſt ſ[caped 
what others baue felt; be glad that otbers haue ſca- 
ped that thou haſt felt: letthyfreedome ſeeme to 
thee greater , becauſe others went nas free , and 
bleſſe the Lord the more for it Let thy-miſery 
ſeemeto th:ethe lefje, becauſe others baue not en- 
dured the like miſery ; and bleſſe thouthe Lord as 
much for their freedome, as thou bemoanest thine_ 
owne damage -: out of freedome and out of miſerie 
both, wee mu$} all picke matter of thankſgiving ; 


either (ould any affiftion ever befall vs , ut that 


16 Sinne no more? 


we ought torake notice that God doth ſhew therein 
more mercte than rigour , more gentleneſſe than 


ſhanpencſſe. But aboue ally brethren, 1 congr atu- 


late with them amoneſ} you, that haue begun to 
lay the foundation of an edifice of bountie, for their 
releefe that are now forced to want releefe, and 
haue brought it to me, as it were, the first fruits of 
bountie and compaſſion; whom I will not ſo farre 
defraud of their iuſt praiſe , but that I will name. 
them nto you inthe ſame order that they made 
themſelues knowne to me , and not in the order of 
their places in other reſpetts. | 
The fir(s I will not name, becauſe he is nere vn- 
to my ſelfe,the fountaine from wbome I hauc iſſued, 
who ( befides- that which his owne hands haue.. 
largely diſtributed ) did put into mine hands alſo, 


| yeſterdaymorning,the ſunm:of twenty (hillings, 


to diſtribute tothe poorer ſort, thas were extremely 
comfortleſſe, | 

The ſecond was an old'acquaintaxce, ſchoole- 
fellow, fellowpupill ; chamber-fellow of mine, M', 
loſcph Palmer by name, along Student, and 5kil. 
full Praftitioner in the neceſſarie Science of Phy- 
ficke , who ſent me the ſame day ten ſhillings, co be 
in like manner beſtowed. ; 
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The third was a worthy and wel-diſpoſed Knights / 
that hath lately taken an habitation amongſ} vs, and 
liueth to bee an ornament to the noble profeſſion of 
Armes,Sir Thomas Dutton of Wickhamyzs chis 
Pariſh , who gaue me with his owne hands ewenty 
ſhillings for the ſame preſent vſe, withall earneſtly 
exhorting mee to ſlirre op the liberality of the 
Country, at this preſent meeting. 

Laſtly, the right WorſhipfullSix William Cob 
of Adderbury, Knight, with the reuerend Maſter 
Oldis Miniſter of che ſame Towne,and the Worſhip. 
Full Maſter william Danuers , came home to mee 
yeSterday, and brought with them tbat which was 
better than money, a declaration of their pittifull 
reſpeft of our loſſes , requeSting me to perſwadethe 
Magiſtrates, that they ſhould take ſome ſpeedy 
courſe for the ſupplyins of the preſent greatneceſ- 
fity of the poorer ſort , promiſing themſeluesro ſhew 
their loniug reſpett tothe Towne, and tender com- 
paſſion to the poore, 

With thoſe particulars Which I know , and all 
others which 1 know not,that haue declared the like 
compaſſion and bounty, I congra'ulate the good- 
n:ſſeof Godto them, and in them. Bleſſed bee the 
mercifull, bleſſed bethey thas conſider wiſely of the 


 poore,, bleſſed bethoſe thas will lend freely to God, 
D When 
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"neither (bould any affiftion ever befall vs , but that 
we ought torake notice that God doth ſhew therein 
more mercte than rigour , more gentleneſse than 
ſhanpencſſe. But aboue allyny brethren, I congratu- 
late with them amoneſs you, that haue begun to 
| laythe foundation of an edifice of bountie, for their 
releefe that are now forced to want releefe, and 
baue brought it to me, as it were, the first fruits of 
bountie and compaſſion; whom I will not ſo farre 
defraud of their iuſt praiſe , but that I will name. 
| them vnto you inthe ſame order that they made 
1 themſelues knowne to me , and not in the order of 
their places in other refpetFs. | 
- The firs I will not name, becauſe he is nezre vn- 
to my ſelfe, the fountaine from wbome I hauc iſſued, 
who ( befides. that which his owne hands haue. 
largely diftributed ) did put into mine hands alſo, 
 yeſterdaymorning,the ſummzof rwenty ſhillings, 
| ro di{tribute tothe poorer ſort,that were extremely 
| | comfortleſſr, 
[= The ſecoud was \an old'acquaintaxce, ſchoole- 
F | fellow, fellowpupill ; chamber-fellow of mine, M'. 
| | _ loſcph Palmer by name, along Studeyt, and 5kil. 
|. Full Praftitioner in the neceſſarie Science of Phy- 
{i ficke, who ſent me the ſame aay ten ſhillings,co be 
in like manner beſtowed. ? 
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The third was a worthy and wel-drſpoſed Knight? 
that hath lately taken an habitation amongſt Vs, and 
liueth to bee an ornament to the noble profeſſion of 
Armes,Sir Thomas Dutton of Wickham chis 
Pariſh , who gaue me with his owne hands twenty 
ſhillings for the ſame preſent vſe, withall earneſtly 
exhorting mee to ſlirre -ovp the liberality of the 
Country, at this preſent meeting. 

Laſtly, the right Worſhipfull Six William Cob 
of Adderbury, Knight, with the reuerend Maſter 
Oldis Miniſter of the ſame Towne,and theWor(hip. 
full Maſter william Danuers , came home to mee 
yeSterday, and brought with them tbat which was 
better than money, a declaration of their pittifull 
reſpett of our loſſes, requeSting me to perſwaderthe 
MagiStrates, that they ſhould take ſome ſpeedy 
courſe for the ſupplyins of the preſent greatneceſ- 
fity of the poorer ſort , promiſing themſeluesro ſhew 
their loniug reſpett tothe Towne, and tender com- 
þaſſionto the poore, 

With thoſe particulars which I know , and all 
others which 1 know not,that baue declared the like 
compaſſion and bounty, I congra'ulate the good- 
n:ſſeof God to them, and in them. Bleſſed bee the 
mercifull, bleſſed bethey tha conſider wiſely of the 


 poore,, bleſſed be thoſe thas will lend freely to God, 
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when he comes a borrowing in his needy ſeruants 
and children. Bleſſed be thoſe that ſhew themſelues 
living members of the ſame body , by commiſerating 
and releeuing the miſeries of the miſerable : and 
bleſſed be God for all, who giueth all to all, and 
bath taken but ſome from ſome , and hath giuen to 
others an heart to affoord releefe to them from 
whom he hath taken almo$t all. 
And now (brethren) let me beſeech and exhort 
you all to follow the good examples of thoſe that haue 
gone before you in the prafliſe of thoſe most excel- 
lent graces of mercy and liberalitic. Now 1s a time 
when We muſt put you in mind of, and you muſt cat e= 
fully follow the charitable counſell of lohn the Bap= 
tiſt co his attentiue hearers ; let him that hath two 
coats , giue one to him that hath none z and let him 
that bath food, doe likewiſe, For this end hath the 
Lord ſpared you, that you ſhould learne not to bee... 
ſparing to your brethren. Put your ſelues to volun- 
tary charges in workes of mercy, ſeeing the Lord 
hath forborne to put you to this neceſſary loſſe which 
8:0ers hauz ſuffered, Giue ſomething tothem from 
WwyomGodbathtaken, becauſe it hath pleaſed hins 
not to take from you that which hee had formerly 
g4uen, Bee good Stewards of that which God hath 
left in your cuitody , that be may not declare bis an- 
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ger again$t you, for your being niggaraly of that 
- which hee -vouchſafed to leaue with you, that it 
might be aninſtrument of bounty, Now forget not to 
diftribute and communicate, and to offer thoſe [a- 
crifices wherewith the Lord is pleaſed to teſtifie 
himſelfe well pleaſed, Now let your abundance ſup- 
ply their wants , whom God hath therefore called to 
want , that hee migbt giue you an occaſion of de-" 
claring the abundance of your charitie, in commiſe= 
rating and releeuing their want of neceſſaries. No 
coit is more religiouſly, more -vertuouſly, more 
thriftily beſtowed, than that which is laid cop in 
heauen, though is be laid out on earth. Bountifull and 
merciful ations are the beſt bargaines , and the, 
beſt purcoaſes. No fire ball be able to conſume thoſe 
riches, Wherewith a man doth enrich himſelfe by 
ſuccouring thoſe that are diſtreſſed, This is a good 
and a ſure foundation, laid -vp againit the time to 
come, Shew your thankfulneſſe to. God by your libe- 
ralitie to his people ; let almes-deeds bee your 
thanke-offerings, that God may ſtill preſerue your 
ſubS$tance for new thanke-offerings, There is noſu- 
rer way to Reepe your ſelues from euer wanting) 
than by taking care that others want not which but 
For your liberalitie muſt needs bee preſſed and pin- 
ched with wants, It is amore bleſſed thing to git 
| D z than 
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than to receiue , as Chriſt bimſelfe hath told -vs : 
Giue Wilingly, giue ſpeedily, giue plentifully , that 
the Lord may make you alwayes giuers rather than 
receiners, 
But I beſeech you ( brethren ) let there be none, 
no not one among ſt you, that out of amalicious de- 
fire to ſcurge pictie , ſo nicke-named, cop0n our 
fades, (ball mocke at Puritaniſme , pon occafion of 
this band of God which hee hath ſtretched out «- 
gainF ys,whom the world hath pleaſed, but falſely, 
to terme Puritans, Or if ary man will needs take 
oecafionto laugh at his brethren , whom his father 
ſees good tocorrett before his eyes, we cannot but be 
aſſured that ſuch petulancy and wantonneſſe ſhall 
much diſpleaſe that louing Father , which -vſeth 
his rods to warne one in anothers ſufferings : and 
leauing him to be iudged byGod , that can take bis 
rimes of fit correftions for all his ſonnes and dangh- 
ters , Wwe will pitty his ignorant follie that doth ſo 
miſſe-interpret the Lords [eueritie, comforting our 
ſelues withthe Apoiles ſaying , that hath told vs, 
bowludgement begins at the houſe of God, ud 
ratthe father corre&eth cuery ſonne whom 
herecciueth, 

And ſo much ( well-beloued Brethren ) thoutht 
1 fit 10 ſbeake vuto you from myſelfe, and in mine 

- owne 
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owne name, Now hauing finiſhed mine owne. er- 

rand, Icome to ſþeake onto _you as Chriſts Ambaſ- 
*  ſadour, in hisname, andin his words , as himſelfe 

did-viter theminS,lohns Goſpell, ſaying, 
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22 gf His ſentence was ſpoken by our bleſſed 
Pp Sayiour himſelfe ro'a man whom him- 
1K4T2 ſelfe had a little before, miraculouſly 
Wh curcd of a long and lingering fick- 
"® neſle. Itis a plaine ſentence, that the 
weakeſt capacitie may conceiue it. A ſhort ſen- 
tence, that the feebleſt memory may retaine ir, It is 
very needfull, becauſe it declareth a moſt behoue- 
full dutie, and very terrible, becauſe it threatens a very 
fearcfull puniſhment : You cannot butſee ir diuiding ir 
ſelfe into two portions. A plaine commandement, a 
ſharpe threatning ; the firſt , enioyning the right 'vſe of 
former calamitics; the ſecond threatning,the negleRt of 
ſuch vſe , with new and worſe calamities. S/nne 10 more, 
that is the commandement, know it topraCtiſe it; /eff 2 
worſe thing fal{ypon thee; that is the threatning, know it 
and auoidit: The former ſaying may perhaps feeme 
ſtrange, for wha can attaincetoſuch perfetion,of faning 
0 more ? When the Scriprure telleth vs , thatin many 
things we fin all,andthatno manliucthand finneth not: 
The latter ſaying may perhaps ſecme impoſlible , for 
who can imagine a worſe miſeric, then cight and thirty 
yeares ſickneſſe > Bur if we conſidertheinfinitneſle of 
Gods luſtice, we ſhall eafily percciuc, that itiscafie to 
him co lay aworſe crofſe, than any that befell formerly, 
D 3 vpon 
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nhim that will nor profit by that which he hath felt 
mea for ſure the Lord hath as much power , as man * 
hath fin, and can as quickly make the weight of puniſh- 
ment heavier as man can make the weight of fin hea- 
vier. Andif we confider the infinitnefle of Gods grace 
in Chriſt, accepting the will forthe deed, and working 
the will and the deed; we ſball eaſily ſee the meaning of 
Chriſtin bidding him ſi»ze »o more, Know then , that 
theſe words are to be vnderſtood. cuangelically, in 
that the Lord will reckon him to have ſtaned the more, 
that doth ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, and conſtantly labour to 
ſinne no more, To forſake at leaſt the viuall praftiſe of 
groſſe (ins, and the willing allowance of all, cuen the 
leaſt knowne ſins; this is in the Goſpellphraſe to /iz 19 
more, and this is both poſſible, andalſocafic to him that 
is begotten from aboue. In theſe wordsthen,you hauc 
two points to note; A duty, and the danger, if weneg- 
le& the duty: Of the firſt at this time, at another 
timeof the later, = 
Learne therefore Ipray yoo, from rhe mouth of our 
blefled Sauiour, that one ſpeciall vie of our afflictions is 
our reformation. His chaſtiſements muſt reclaime vs 
from our cuill waycs; and though before wee were af- 
flies, we went aſtray, yet afterwards, we muſt ceaſe to 
linne any more , and learne his righteous iudgements ; 
Goe,and (in 0 more. This is the fruit that the Lord doth 
looke for, from his corre&ions. This 1s that, which 
Iſaythe Prophet doth teach vs alſo, ſaying Chap. 27. 
ver.9. by thu ſhall the iniquity of Tacob be purged, andthis 
is all fruit to take away this ſinne z why doth the Gold- 
{mith caft his gold into the furnace, but that it may 
comeout more pure from droflc? And fo doth the Lord 
try vsin the furnace of aductſity , thatthe droſle - our 
1nnes 
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ſinnes may be purged from vs. And that we ſhouldbe 
reformed by croſſes it appeareth, becauſe the Lord 
complaineth for want of this cffeQ, 1/4 1.5. ſaying,why 
ſhould yoube ſmitten any more ? yee wili rruolt more and 
more: as if he hadſaid, that itis invaine to corre a 
people, that will not be amended by correRions. And 
by the Propher Amos, Chap.q.ver.8.the Lord doth fiue 
times together reproue the people, that notwithſtan- 
ding the diuers calamities wherewith he had declared 
his diſpleaſure againſt them for their fins, ye ye have not 
returned unto me, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Now there is 
no true converſion without amendment. Ifwe caſt nor 
away our tranſgreſſions, we cannot be counted true 

coguerts; Secing then, the notconuerting to God by 
meanes ofchaſtiſements, is greatly condemned, and 
amendment ys achicte part of turning ; we muſt needs. 
confeſſe-that the Lord requireth that this conuerſion 
and amendment ſhould follow from his ſtripes. No 
man will queſtion this cruth, The plainneſle of it ſhall 
ſpare vs a labour of further proofes. 

Two principall reaſons may perſwade vs to it; Firlt, 
ſin isthe cauſe of all the miſcrie we feele, miſcric there- 
fore ſhould induce vs to forſake finne.For itis a brutifh 
folly ro complaine of any cuill, and not obſerue the 
cauſe rhat deſerueth the ſame, to remoue it. Secing the 
Lord is the Judge and Ruler of all the world, and that 
nothing doth befallthe ſons of men,but by his appoint- 
ment, (as our Chriſtian Religion commandeth vs to be- 
leeue which reacheth the doctrine of Geds ſpecial! pro- 
uidence) either we muſt impure vniuſtice and cruelty to 
God,as ifhe were angry fornothing, & delightedinthe 
Creatures vnhappineſſe(which blaſphemy nature it ſelfe 


abhorreth, as moſt repugnant to all right wn 
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24 
how ſhould that be found in God ? the fountaine of all 
- goodnefe, which maketh the menin whom {t is found, 
to all loſerhe honour of goocneſle) or elſe wee muſt 
confeſſe ,that our wickednefl? is the roote of all our 
wretchedneſſe; and that therefore wee are ſmitten by 
God,becauſe we haue rranſgreſſed the Law of God ,and 
hence alfo muſt conclud ( even out of lone to our 
owne welfarre, as well as out of duty ro our maker) 
that we will ſurely caſt from vs thoſe things, which wee 
finde in experience to be miſchievous vnto vs, Vhar 
childe is there whobeing whipped, doth not cry out 
I will doe no more, I will doe no more? What malcta- 
or wi'lnot preſcarly promile to leave the praftiſe of 
thoſe crimes, that procure his bands and impriſen. 
ment? We are void of that vnderftanding which is to 
befound in very iafants, and inthe worſt of men, if wee 
make not the like concluſions, from the ſtripes and pu- 
niſhments which our heauenly father , and the chicfe 
ruler of his whole world, doth infli& vpon vs. Tell me 
then, is not Godthe author of thine afflitions , what- 
ſocucr the ſecondary cauſe be ? cither confeſle this, or 
profeſſethy ſelfe an heathen, an Epicure; and if this be 
true, cither when thou feeleſt the prints and ſcars of his 
diſpleaſure againſt thy finnes , thou muſt reſolue to 
leaue thy finnes,or elſe confeſle thy ſelfe a foole,a beaſt, 
that hath noregard of his own happineſlſe and comfort. 
Againe,this is the fole way of becomming great gai- 
ners by our miſeries, to reforme ourliues,and caſt away 
ourfins. And who would not doe that worke ( though 
painfully ) thatſhall cauſe affiions to end in comfort? 
not alone procuring the remoncall of the croſſe,bur 2n 
increaſe of bleflmgs alſo? It when our heavenly father 
chaſtiſeth vs, we Ing away cut fins, he will not alone 
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caſt away his rods, and ceaſe ſmiting , buewillalfo be- 
thinke himſelfe of many benefits , whereby to declare 
that his anger is turned into fauour.So welis Godplea 
ſed with beholding the dutifulneſſe; of his ſeruants, in 
ſtooping to his hand,8& redreflingwhar hath prouoked 
him , that he will be ſo much chore bountifu!] and gra- 
cious to them, by how much hee hath more afflicted 
chem before, and ſo jg ſhall be better with them,rhan if 
they had not beeneTmitren at all: where is our wil. 
dome? where is loue to our ſelues 2 where is our naty- 
rall deſire of happineſſe ? if we take not ſo goodan op- 
portunity,to turne our woc ito weale,our ſorrow into 
10y,our foreſt calamity into greateſt conſolation? If we 
doubt of this effect of an holy reformation, the Lord 
hath put vs out of all doubt, by cauſing irto bee, both 
promiſed & performed vnto 7-, and in him to all that 
arc afflicted, 70b 11.14, verſe. Zophey telleth 1b, that 
whic h God himſelfe did make good ar laſt, 7finiquiry be 
inthine hand put it farre away ,c* let net wickedneſſe dwelt 
in thy tabernacles,Loe what an afflicted man muſt doe, 
his care muſt be topurge his hand and his houſe of all 
manner of wickedneſſe and (tn. This if he will doe,heare 
how the Lord will reward his amendment, His eſtate 
ſhall be amended as much as his ſoule, and more, arid 
God will make miſery to fly as farre from him, as hee 
hath chaſed iniquity, for then ſaith he, thou ſhalt [ft wp 
thy face without ſþot yea thor ſhalt be ſicafaſt and not feare, 
meaning, [take it,thou ſhalt enioy the comfortableaſſu- 
rance of theremiſſion ofthy fins,and ſhalt reſt aſſuredly 
and fearleſly perſwaded,'that the ſtainethereof is quite 
done away before the Lord, A man ſhall hold vp his 
head with comfort before his maker, & with confidem 
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his affliions for ſinne do bring forthreformation, And 
for his outward ſtate he addeth,chow ſha/t forget thy miſe. 
ry, His atflictions ſhall nor alone have an end, but that 
ſo,as he ſhal be quite freed from all che trouble of them, 
there ſhal be no ſuch remainder ofthem,as to make him 
once thinke of them againe,or if he do rememberthem, 
he ſaith, thou ſhalt remember them as waters that are paſt, 
which cauſe the meddowes to bee more fat and fertile, 
then they would hauec beene : looke what thoſe flouds 
bero the meddowes, wherewith they ſeemeto be little 
leſſe than drowned all the winter ( euen cauſes ofthcir 
being more richly clad, with grafſe and flowers in the 
ſpring that ſhal aftlitions proue,tothem that are made 
to forfake their ſins by their aftittions,means of helping 
chem to much more comfort and proſperiticz and this 
comfort ſhall be very great and very laſting too,and (till 
growing and increaſing more and more,#hzne age (ſaith 
he) ſball be clearer then the noone day thou ſhalt [hine forth 
and be as the morning,The comfort of a {inner reformed 
by correCtions, ſhall be plentifull and excellent as the 
brightnes of the noontide Sun,and withall conſtant du- 
rable and on the growing hand, as the light ofthe mor- 
ning.l[f theſe be promiles of God which cannot be made 
in vaine,it they be of an vndoubted tzuth,and ſhall be in- 
fallibly performed, is he not more ſtupid and ſenfeleſlc 
than a dead\tone? that will not be moued by them, to 
improue his chaſtiſements,for the remouing of his ſins. 
Donotall men love proſperitic and comfort, wiſh it for 
themſeluesand for their friends, pray for,reioyce in,be- 
ſtow all their labour to get comfort? and why ſhould 
we not follow Gods directions, rather than our owne, 
and learne from him the path chat leads to proſperity? 
 feeing we conteſſe him to be maker and giuer of pro- 
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Enough I hope to proue this duty and to perſwade it. 
Now for you better diretion inthe praQtiſe of it, I will 
ſtand a while tro ſhewyou rwo needful points. Firſt, what 
fins a man muſt amend by chaſtiſements. Secondly, by 
what mcanes a wan mult make his affliction an helpe ro 
his amendment of theſe {tns. For the firſt of theſe. Firſt 
in generall, allſins muft be forſaken without exception, 
and therefore doth our Sauiour deliver the precepr here 
incheſe generalltermes,/i» no more,ncither inone thing, 
nor ia another. And ſo doth the Propher call vpon If- 
racl ſaying , caſt away all your tranſgreſſions. Allfin is 
hacetull co God, all f1anc is hurtfullco man. Every fin is 
euill in Gods {1ght,euery f1n is threatned with thecutlſe, 
euery fin deſerucththe curſe , every fin grieueth the ſpi- 
rit, cuery fin is forbidden by the Law, euery ſin was pu- 
niſhed in Chri/t,and vnleſle wereformeeuery (in, wedo 
not indeed and in truth reforme any ſinne.Looke there- 
fore that your reformation bee generall and vniucsſall, 
without any limitation or exception; for you haue to 
deale with Gad, thatis a God of pure eyes, and can a- 
bide no iniquitic, no not any of any kind,or any degrees 
He that ſpake one commandement , ſpake all , and he 
that obeyerh one comandement, mult and will in ſome 
good meaſure obey all. For ifany man ſhall keepe the 
whole law beſides, and yer allow himſelfe in the breach 
ofany one commandement of the law, hee (hall bee 
counted a tranſpreſſor of all; and all his other obedi- 
ence, becauſe it is hollow, falſe, and hypocriticall, ſhall 
be reiced and diſallowed by God. More particularly, 
cuery man muſt amend his owne fins , the finnes of his 
perſon, nature, place, condition, the moſt beloued of 
all his ſins, thoſe that are moſt pleaſant , moſt profita- 
| ble,moſicreditableto him, rc that he hath moſt will 
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to commit,and is moſt vynwilling to forſake. Thoſe thar 
ſick faſteſt vato him,and flatrer him with moſt hope of 
profit,delight,credir.Sofaith the Prophet, ler the wicked 
manforſake his wickednes,grrbe unrighteous man hu own 
zmaginations, and another Prophet ſaith, caſt away all 
your tranſgreſſions whereby you haue tranſgreſſed. Soour 
Sauiour calleth vs tothe cutting of the hand & foot, and 
pulling out the eye, and caſting them away. There are 
ſome Fr that areas deare to euery man, as the princi- 
all members of his bodic , and the moſt needtull and 
vſefull of all his ſenſes. Theie , thefſe muſt be mortified, 
forſaken,abandoned, If our principall care be not to re- 
linquiſh theſe principall cranſgreſſions, our partiall and 
ſeeming care in reforming other evils, thall be nothing 
at a!l regarded. Conſider then each of you , whatis his 
moſt precious and moft eſteemed corrcuption,whar heis 
. moſtloth to forgoe, what ſeemeth moſt hard, molt dit- 
ficulr,moſt impoſſible for him to caſt away,andlet him 
beftow his chiefe paines here where hee findeth moſt 
hardneſle. But moſt chiefly abore all,afflictions ſhould 
worke vs tothe leauing cf thoſe offences , which the 
Lordin affliting,doth moſt chiefly intend and aime at: 
as the child muſt be moſt carefull coreforme that faulr, 
for which his father doth particularly chaſtiſe him : we 
muſt giue our ſc]ues diligently ro marke what isthe of- 
fence or offences,which when God layeth his rod vpon 
vs, hedoth moſtdiſlike in vs, and would haue vs moſt 
willing te glorific him by amending , For though the 
Lord do corre for fin in general, yer for the moſt part, 
there are ſome ſpeciall diforders which doe moſt pro- 
uoke him , and which he doth in ſpeciall call vs to rc- 
forme by his ſtripes, Now therefore as concerning the 
preſent calamity which hath light vpon you : ler mee 
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ſtrive to be helpfull vnto you, indeclaring what the 
faults be,which'theLord doth moſt ſhew himſelf angry 
againſt,and to the leauing whereof, he doth moſt parti- 
cularly call you, by his heauie ſtroke of his moſt righte- 
ous, and withall moſt gracious hand, But how ſhall we 
attain rothe knowledge of Gods intention in this mat- 
112 Surely my brethrey, by conſidering the medicine, 
which a wiſe Phyſitian doth miniſter,it is eafte to know 
the diſeaſe or diſcalesw®* he ſeeketh to cure. Let meread 
the preſcript of askilfull Artift,and know thoſe ingredi- 
ents whereof his potion is compounded,&l may ſoone 
:fticme what be thoſe humours, which he would haue 
purgedaway,For eitherlike things are healed with like, 
or cite contrary with contrary, In like manner, if we do 
diſcreetly conſider the chaſtiſements of God, wee ſhall 
eaſily perceive his meaning, and informe our ſelues of 


the fins which heſeeketh ro reforme. I pray you there- | 


fore ler vs take a view of our aftliction,ard looke chiefly 
to theſe foure things :thetime when the Lord aftlited, 
the place where our ſorrow began, the inftruments by 
which weſuffered, and the things in which, and if we 
do with any mediocritic of wiſdome , ponder on theſe 
particulars, wee ſhall not chuſe but knowthe Lords 
minde in this matter,and ſee our owne duty,as concer- 
ning the ſpeciall ſins, which we muſt ſpeciallyſer againſt. 
Firſt , then the time which the Lord did chuſe for our 
humbling, was in generall the Lords day , that ſeuenth 

after fix of labour, which ic ſeemed good to him for our 
ſpiritua!l benefit , to conſecrate wholly ro his owne ſer- 
vice,and our attending the worke of getting holineſle : 

what can we colle& hence,but that we are puniſhed by 

the reſtleſneſſe of this Sabbath , for our notreſting an 


holy reſt many other Sabbaths? How often hath the 
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to commit,and is moſt vnwilling to forſake. Thoſethar 
ſick faſteſt vato him,and flatter him with moſt hope of 
profit,delight,credit.Sofaith the Prophet, /er the wickea 
manforſake his wickednes,errbe unrighteous man hit own 
zmaginations, and another Prophet ſaith , caſt away all 
your tranſgreſſions whereby you haue tranſgreſſed. Soour 
Sauiour calleth vs tothe cutting of the hand & foot,and 
pulling out the eye, and caſting them away. There are 
ſome f1ns that are as deare to every man, as the princi- 
pall members of his bodic , and the moſt needtull and 
vſefull of all his ſenſes. Theie , theſe muſt be mortified, 
forſaken,abandoned, If our principall care be not to re- 
linquiſh theſe principall tranſgreſſions, our partiall and 
ſeeming carc in reforming other euils, ſhall be nothing 
at all regarded. Conſider then each of you , whatis his 
moſt precious and moft eſteemed corcuption,whar heis 
moſtloth to forgoe, what ſeemeth moſt hard, moſt dit- 
ficulr,moſt impoſſible for him to caſt away,andlet him 
beftow his chiefe paines here where heefindeth moſt 
hardneſle. But moſt chiefly abone all,afflictions ſhould 
worke vs tothe leauing of thoſe offences , which the 
Lordin affliting,doth moſt chiefly intend and aimeat: 
as the child muſt be moſt carefull toreforme that faulr, 
for which his father doth particularly chaſtiſe him : we 
muſt gue our {clues diligently ro marke what isthe of- 
fence or offences, which when God layerh his rod vpon 
vs, he doth moſt diſlike in vs, and would haue vs moſt 
willing to glorifie him by amending , For thoughthe 
Lord do carrefor fin in general,yet for the moſt part, 
there are ſome ſpeciall diſorders which doe moſt pro- 
uoke him , and which he doth in ſpeciall call vs to re- 
forme by his ſtripes, Now therefore as concerning the 
preſent calamity which hath lightypon you : ler mee 
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ſtrive to be helpfull vnto you, indeclaring what the 
faults be,which'theLord doth moſt ſhew himſelf angry 
againſt, andto the leaving whereof, he doth moſt parti- 
cularly call you,by his heauie ſtroke of his moſt righte- 
ous, and withall moſt gracious hand. But how ſhall we 
attain tothe knowledge of Gods intention 1n this mat- 
112 Surcly my brethrey, by conſidering the medicine, 
which a wiſe Phyſitian doth miniſter,itis eafte to know 
the diſeaſe or diſcaſesw** he ſeeketh to cure. Let meread 
the preſcript of a skilfull Artift,and know thoſe ingredi- 
ents whereof his potion is compounded, &l may ſoone 
-fficme what be thoſe humours, which he would haue 
purged away,For eitherlike things are healed with like, 
or elſe contrary with contrary. In like manner, if we do 
diſcreetly conſider the chaſtiſements of God,wee ſhall 
eaſily perceive his meaning, and informe our ſelues of 
the fins which he ſeeketh ro reforme. I pray you there- 
fore ler vs take a view of our attliction,and looke chiefly 
to theſe foure things:thetime when the Lord aftlited, 
the place where our ſorrow began , the inftruments by 
which weſuffered, and the things in which, and if we 
do with any mediocritic of wiſdome , ponder on theſe 
particulars, wee ſhall not chuſe but knowthe Lords 
minde in this matter,and ſee our owne duty,as concer- 
ning the ſpeciall fins, which we muſt ſpeciallyſer againſt. 
Firſt , then the time which the Lord did chuſe for our 
humbling, was in generall the Lords day , that ſeuenth 
after fix of labour, which it ſeemed good to him for our 
ſpiritua!l berefit ,to conſecrate wholly to his owne ſer- 
vice,and our attending the worke of getting holineſle : 
what can we colle hence,but that we are puniſhed by 
the reſtleſneſſe of this Sabbath , for our notreſting an 


holy reſt many other Sabbaths? How often hath the 
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Lord vouchſafed vs liberty and freedome to giue his 
owne day to him and to our owne foules? And then we, 
out of ourprophanneſſe,and carthlineſſe,tooke no cate 
ro ſanifice tt, buteither loytered out the day in idlencfle, 
or waſted itin our own buſinefles,or in our own paſtims. 
Now therefore he would not giue vsleaucto reſt , orto 
beſtow our ſelues in duties of holiczefle,bur forced vs by 
neceſſity to ſpend the day and night too,ip a molt toile- 
ſome and moſt yacomfortable labour. Oh how 1uſt is it 
that they which will notreſt from worldly or volup- 
tuous labours on Gods reſting day , ſhould be compel- 
led to toyle and moyle like horſes in ſuch an vahappy 
bulineſle? Tpray you, go onto thinke more particular- 
ly at whattimethis croſle brake forth amongſt vs; nor 
on the Lords day alone,but when we were all aſſembled 
in his Houſe,to performe his publike worſhip, then did 
he pleaſeto interrupt vs bylo fearefull an aceicent. Why 
ſo ? But to warne vs of our great negligence of theſe his 
publique ſeruices : How many of vs as very ſlacke in 
comming io the Congregation of God, when we hauc 
aboundanrt leaſure? And this day, loe the Lord rcieted 
vs, would not giue vs time and opportunity, to mect a- 
gaine in his Houſe, buthurricd vs together 1n the ſtreets, 
and drew euery man home to his owne houſe to ſaue it 
fromthe flames? Couldwe be more manitcſtly ſmitten 
fornegleQing tocome to Gods Houſe,when we might 
haue done it,then by his not ſuffering vs to come thither 
now, when we would have beene gladto haue had lca- 
ſure to come thither?But the cry of fire,fire came flying 
inatthe Churchdoores euen in that inſtant, when wee 
had newly begun to celebratethe Lords ſupper ; when 
lome had receiued thatho! Sacrament, and the greater 
number were to recciue, then did God pull vs from his 
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table,andrhruſt vs out of his houſe by force, then was I 
compelled to requeſt all of you ( that had ſtrength and 
abilitic todo ſeruice thereto make all haſte to the place 
ofdanger, andthe reſt ( that could have but troubled 
others with their preſenſe and ourcries ) to ſtay {ti]] at 
Church. Now ſure the Lord in pulliog this ſpiritea/l 
{ood cuen out of our mouths, when he had ſkewed it to 
all,and giuenit ro ſome,did cuen put vs inirinde oft our 
moſt careleſſe and ynprepared comming vnto it, with. 
out regard to lament our ftns before, or reforme them 
after. How many of you atrebold to abuſcthis bleſſed 
ordinance,comwing often to it , and going ft1} from ir, 
as vnrctormed in life as before, becauſe you come to it 
withoutany fit preparation.Did not God ſpeak to ſi1ch 
and tellthem, by thus driuing them from his board, that 
hecounts them very vawelcome gueſts at his table ? So 

- haucweconfidered the time of this crofle. Think of the 

* place allo, where did the burning begin? At akilne,I ſay 
a kilnc, a malt forge , the proper inſtrument of making 
that thing , which is thenext and immediate worker of 
drunkeiinefle,that huge fin,thatfertile broody big-bel- 
liedſin, which is (as they ſay of the firſt matter ) apt to 
rake the formes of all fins, which by burying reaſon, and 
choaking conſcience,and ſetting looſe all paſſions, doth 
turne a man intoa beait, or ratherinto a Dcuill, which 
makes a man for the time, a meere Atheift,a very deny- 
cr of God,and thruſts out of his breaſt allremembrance, 
all feare, all loue of him, which diſables him for all di. 
vine ſcruices, and makes that he muſt needs either neg- 
Ic or abuſe them : which fils his mouth with blaſphes» 
mous oaths and execrations: which will make himraile 
on the Magiſtrate, ſtrike his owne father , detiowre his 


owne daughter, ſpend his goods lauithly, peceee 
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his vices,& follow all his luſts. This tranſcendent fin the 
deſtroyer of grace, reaſon, nature,ſtrength ſtate, name, 
all. This fin God did furely point at, and puniſh: and 
callerh vpon all ro forſake, hate, oppoſe this finne. 
The fire began in akilne,it conſumed twenty kilnes,jit 
leſt no kilne ſtanding thac was within his walke,it leaped 
from one {ide of the (treerto the other, to fetch in kilnes, 
it ſpared none it came neere, it ſpoiled more malt,than 
of any other goods of one kinde(lo farre as I can learne) 
Say what you thinke, brethren, Is ir not plaige that the 
Lord doth admoniſh you of that fault (whereof the 1t- 
quor of malt isthe moſt common inſtrument) when he 
bare ſo hard a hand againſt kilnes and againſt malr. 
Lavke a little further,T pray you,to the principall in. 
ſtruments of this deſolation: The fire,a furious Element 
of it ſelfe/ yet ref1{tible enovgh, if ſtore of helpe be pre- 
ſent , whereof you drd not want any, cuen at'the very 
firſt ) this fire did borrow ſtrength and ſwifrnefſe from 
the rough andboiſterous winds, vpon thetempeſtuous 
wings whereof , itcameriding, as it were in triumph, 
through your ſtreets, diſdaining all reſiſtance, till ichad 
palled from end to end of your towne,and could not be 
reſtrained. Now be not theſe two creatures of very com- 
mon vſe 2 What day is it wherein we haue not neceſſary 
vie of fire? what weeke wherein ſomeſuch carelefneſle 
as produced this calamity , is not to be foundamonegſt 
you? And whar yearcisit ? What quarter? almoſt what 
moneth? in which the wind doth not, for one or other 
day ſpeake louder, and buſſell ſomewhat more roughly 
than ordinary ? Yethath it never beſore falne out in any 
of our dayes , that theſe two Elements , firc and ayre 
tor no doubt winde is well termed an aire moued, wiat- 
focucr bethe mouing cauſe of that mouiog) ſhould lay 
their 


their ſtrengths together to hurt you ? Now when God 
that doth (o conſtantly chaine vp theſe hurtfull and vi- 
olent creatures , doth pleaſe for ence ſo to pull off his 
bands,and letthem run looſe as it were,and when bein 
ſo broken looſe , they doe ſo much miſchiefe and make 
ſo great hauocke , Vhat is this bur a very vpbraiding 
vs with our notable vathankfulneſſe, for that mightie 
preſaruation of God, by which he doth vſually keepe 
vsfrom the like dangers; and nor ſo alone, but maketh 
theſe creatures very ſcruiccable to vs, which if he pleaſe 
ro let the bridle ſlip aliccle, are able ro ruinate our ſtates 
in a moment, How often haue you come to Church in 
peace, and gone home in peace, and in peace returned 
thither againe,and againe homeward without any noiſe 
of firc or feare of loſſe>? How often haue the bluſte- 
ring tormes, done nothing elſe but whiſtled you afleepe 
the faſter, all night long ? And alas how little did you 
conſider of this benefit of preſeruation from fire and 
tempeſt ? how ſeldome haue you giuen the Lord any 
particular thanks , for taking order with theſe his crea- 
tures,that they ſhould not wrong you? Doubtleſſe for 
this as one cauſe hath he licenſed them now to fight a- 
gainſt you , that you might takenotice of your dulneſſe 
and ingratitude, which conſidered not, nor acknowled- 
ged the greatneſſe of your debr for former ſafckeeping. 
But now at length wee are come to thinke of the 
ſubie& of this croſſe , wherein hath the Lord ſmitten 
vs ? In ourhouſes and in our goods , in the riches and 
ſubſtance of this preſent life , infomuch that diuers of 
you haue nothing left,many haue but litcleleft, and a 
great number hauefar leſſe left then you had : without 
all queſtionche Lord intends hereby to warne you of 
thoſe ſins and diſorders, which are buſicd abourthis 
* ot paulcry 
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oaulery riches ofthe world wherein he ſew it fieto vil 
you, Goetothen, and ler vs informe you ofthe princi. 
pall faults that are commitred about riches. 


cy are 
commoen to all,and particular, to the wealthier ſort,and 


to the poorer, For the firſt,there are ſome finnes about 
riches,which are common toall, thechiefe of them are 
three, to wit , miſ-gerting, mil-keeping, mil-ſpending. 
Miſperting by the vſe of any lawlellc meanes, or the im- 
moderate vſe of any lawfull: Miſ-keeping from God and 
man,chiefly from the poore,and from the publike: Mil. 
ſpending , cither atallin ſinfull things, or exccfluely in 
good things, There are ſowe more particular euills, 
which are found inricher men,as pride of it, confidence 
in it, voſatiableneſle withrit , and in the pooxer ſort, en- 
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haue fo litc/e. All and each of chem the Lord doth ſhew 
himſelfe offended at, and would conſume as drofle by 
this fire:For as a good father keepes many faults toge- 
ther on the ſcore , as it were, and reckons for all at one 
beating,ſo doth the Lord with his childten , elſe alas he 
ſhould be alwaies fighting , becauſe we are alwayes of- 
tending, Lertme ſpeake a little more at large of theſe c- 
uils, For evil! getting of goods firſt; hath not the Lord 
threatned char fire (hall conſume the houſes of bribes 2 
meaning all the ſubſtance which is vniuſily attained, 
and allthereſt inthe houſe, though gotten iuſtly, roge- 
ther withthe place within which they are both laid vp, 
euen altogether for company? and when he made 
ſo many of your houſes to blazeat once, did he not as 
it were chide you (ſo many as be guilry thereof) for 
your vnequalland vniuſt dealing? as ifhe had ſaid , Ah 
fooliſh man or woman , wouldſt thou hazard a foule, 


by lying,deccit, oppreſſion, bribery, falſe weights, falſe 
mea- 


meaſures, or any like iniquity, toget a little pelte roge. 
ther ,which now thou ſecſt , the wind is able to blow 
fromthee, in the ſpace of a few houres? Will you for- 
feit a Kingdome, an cuerlaſting Kingdome , by ſinniog 
againſt God, againſt his Word, againſt your conſcien- 
ces,to hook that to you wrongfully, which youſee now 
you cannot keepe with ail your paines ? now learne to 
know the ficklencſle ofriches, ſo well as that thou maiſt 
be reſolute hereafter, I will neucr wound my ſoule to 
fill my purſe or houſe, allthe world cannoxyheale that 
wound for all ages :Weſe gaines , one whiffe of wind, 
and flake of fire can turne into rubbiſh, Againe , too 
much labouring for riches is an cuill getting of riches, 
euen in the moſt lawtfull courſe of life. For Salomon 
hath commanded ſaying , /abour not robe rich, that is, 
make not the getting of riches the ſcope and end of 
thy labour , which he ſurely doth that taketh exceſſive 
paines to attaine them. And he ſubjoynes this reaſon 
tro his preceprt , for riches taketh-her ſelfe ro her wings, 
and flyeth away like an Eagle, Now then that God 
hath made you to ſee your riches euen flying away 
from you on the wings of a windy flame, doth he not 
ſenſibly puniſh you, tor ſuch immoderace labouring, 
and call you to more moderation?Ifthen any man haue 
ſo farre giuen ouer himlſelte io the ſeeking of earthly 
things', by the moſt lawfull courſes that can be, asto 
chruſk out quite , orelſe tothruſt vp in a narrow corner 
theſe exerciſes that tend to get better things, than 
wealch, euen the truc riches of the ſoule, hee muſt 
ſay to himſelfe , and within himſelfe, Alas, how foo- 
liſh haue I beene, to toyle my ſelfe in following at- 
ter that , which when I haucatcained , I cannot poſ- 


ſfibly keepe it ſafely , bur may loſe it all, or the 
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moſtpart of it, ſo-ſuddenly , ſo irrecouerably> And 
muſt conclude wnh himſclſe, that he will certainly be 
more temperate hereafter , and ſceke this vncertaine 
riches, with farre leſle vehcmency of paines , than che 
_ things that are of a far more durable nature.Burchough 
a man get not amiſle, yet if he keepe and ſaue inordi- 
nately , he is alſo found guiltic of a fault about wealth, 
And ſometimes the ſonnes of men doe hold and keepe 
cuen from the liuing God himſelfe when they loue rheic 
goods fo, thatthey cannot finde in their hearts to giue 
vnto Godeuen that very portion which God hath chal. 
lenged as his owne. For when our Sauiour willeth vs to 
give vnto Godthat which is Gods , mult it not follow 
of neceſlity that ſomething is Gods? And ifany thing be 
his, (in this particular manner) ſure itis the tenth of our 
increaſe, or elſe nothing, for to none otherportion hath 
he cuer laid claime in any place: and for this ſccing God 
hath appointed ſtill, holy ations to be done , and holy 
funQions in which they muſt be done, and holy per- 
ſons by whom they mult be done in thoſe funRions: 
furely he muſt haue holy goods too, for the rewarding 
of thoſe perſons, maintaining thoſe funCtions, andho- 
nouring and vpholding thoſe ations, But in this matter 
how faulty are all you,Tradeſmen in generall, for which 
of you did ener make conſcience to giuethe Lord his 
owne in this meaſure > Wherefore, when you ſeerhe 
Lord to come, and takeaway from you euen by force 
of fire and tempeſt, a great quantitie at dnce, euecn ſo 
much perhaps, and more, asthe tenth of your increaſe, 
ftrom'ycercto ycere would hauc amounted vnto; muſt 
younot needs take notice, that his- meaning was tore- 
couer that by ſtrong hand, which you would nor 
yecld, out of louc and duty ? Surely , ſecing our 


Lord 
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Lord Ieſus Chriſt hath ordained that the Miniſters of 
the Goſpell ſhould line of the Goſpell, euenſo, as that 
the Miniſters of the Temple ſhouldliue of the Temple; 
you muſt cither ſhew ſome new ordinance of his for 
this purpoſe, or elſe muſt yee!ld rharihe hath ratified 
and continued the old ſtill; and therefore muſt reſolue 
ro give God his tenth freely hereafter, thatyou may 
not compell himto take ſuch a violent courſe for the 
recoucting of it out of your hands. Burt beſides, that 
is kept from God which is kept from his poore, whoſe 
wants require relecfe of them , whom hee hath made 
ſtewards of more abundance, For in promiſing to re- 
ward the liberall, he muſt needs tic himſelfe ro puniſh 
the niggardly in this kinde. Now how extremely pin- 
ching aremen (yea godly men otherwiſe) in this ex- 

ence? Yea and how are they wont toexcuſfe them: 
ſelues in ſuch occafions, by ſaying they haue ir nor, 
they cannot ſpare it? Hath not the Lord confured your 
vaine excuſes aCtually, by taking away ſo mich ar 
once? And yet you muſt make a ſhiftrolive of that 
that is left behind roo, Ifa day or two paſt, ſome man 
had come vnto thee for relecfe of a poore afflited 
neighbour, wouldeſt rhou have given him the fifr pare 
of that which the fire hath confumed? Now the Lord 
in robbing thee of ſo much at once, doth vpbraid thee 
with thy roo much I to part withleſſe, of 
thine owne accord, when himſelfe did come to bor. 
row, Say then with thy ſelfe , I will give with a-more 
bountifullhand, to ſupply the poore mans wants, that 

I may not force the Lord to ſend his vnexpected meſ- 
ſengers, as it were to deſtraine ypon my goods, for de- 

fault of due obedience to that Commandement, of 


giuing to ſix andto ſcuep ; hadit not beene better to 
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hauefed, clad ,orreleeued a poore Chriſtian with: it, 
then to haue kept it for the burning flame ? And yet 
further when the publike ſtate of the towne or country 
doth requirethe colt ofthe members therof,if then they 
hang backe, and will not put themſelues to due cxpen- 
ces willingly,who doth not ſee that they ſaue more than 
enough? For could not an heathen ſay, that our coun- 
try hath a greatſhare in our {clues , and in all that wee 
haue? Surelythen for oucr-ſauing in this caſe,the Lord 
. might juſtly puniſh you with this preſent ſtroke, Oh re- 
ſolue therefore that God himſelfe and his poore, and 
your country ſhall neuer find you pinching, giue him 
his tenth, gine the poore ſufficient for their needs and 
your country enough for its needfull publique vſes , clle 
the Lordcan quickly fulfill his threat, of making the roo 
cloſe-filted ſauer , ro meet with wants. You have loſt 
rany of you ( and all ſtoodin feare to looſe) more than 
would haue aboundantly ſufficed for all theſe vſes : bee 
not wanting to ſuch vices any more, leſtche Lord vi- 
fit you againe with new and more loſles,in this or ſome 
otheras bad a faſhion. 

Laſtly the miſpending of goods is very offenſiue to 
God that lendsthem,for what mafter is not ciſconten- 
red, that his ſeruant doth lay out his ſubſtance againſt 
his good liking ? And are you any other than Gods 
ſtewards, and Gods Baylicfes ? andean you thinke that 
Godallowes you toſpendin drinking, whooripg, ga- 
ming,riot, and euill meetings, and lewd company ? did 
he pur riches into your hands to ſerue the Diucll and 
linng? if your ſoules be guilty of ſuch moſt ſinfull la- 
uiſhneſſe, be ſure that for theſe ſins the Lord bath ſinit- 

_ tenthee, and be ſure that hereafter thou make not the 
Diuellthe keeper of thy purle, and opener of thy cheſt, 
| ler 
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let not Satan and luſt havethe key of thy coffer and 
ſtrings of thy purſe in their handsto open chem attheir 
plealure. The Lord will nor alwayes ſuffer vnfairhfull 
ſtewards, to goc vonpuniſhed in their vnfaithfulneſle, 
no not in this preſent life. And beſides this , rake no- 
tice that to affect curioſiticand vaine glory, inthe moſt 
lawfull and needfull expences, is waſtfulnefle and pro- 
digalitic; and yet how much doe many of you exceed 
in this kinde? ſo much you lay out in ouer plentious 
feaſting,when you make feaſts, in ouer-gorgious trim- 
ming of your bodies and houſes, that as a barrell of 
beere, which hath a leake and runs out where it ſhould 
not, will not hold out as it ſhould, when it comes to be 
duly broached attheſpigget; fo you have neither will 
nor power tolay out enough for mercifull vſes becauſe 
you caſt away more than enough, in proud and vaine- 
glorious vſes. Reſolue therefore to be better husbands, 
and truer diſpencers of Gods goods hereafter, Be richer 
in good workes than in good cloathes,and good houſe- 
hold ſtuffe,and good fare,and good buildings : Intheſe 
things equall your ſelues with them of the lower ſore, 
that in better things you may be equall with them of the 
higher. Driue not God to cute you ſhorter becauſe you 
abuſe your goods to vanity. | | 
Theſe are common abuſes, abour earthly things in 
thericher and in the poorer. I come to the ſpeciall. 
Firſt, how often doe fich men wax proud of their 
wealth, and thinke themſclues ſo much the berterthan 
their poorer neighbours, by how much they poſlefle 
more; crowing on the dunghill of wealth, and calling 
all, baſe and meane men, whoſe morſells be nor ſo fat in 
- the world as theirs. Oh how notably doth God con- 


futerhoſe vaine fancies, inſending for his owne goods 
home 
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_ - home againe by ſuch ſturdie and churliſh ſeruants. as 
thoſe, which will not regard the rich man more than 
the poore? Tell menow, artthou the better for thar, 
that was only lent thee,and may be fetched home againe 
by the ewner cuery moment ? Vilt thou bee good in 
thine owne eyes hereafter, for that which thou knoweſt 
not, how quickly the Lord may ſtrip thee of with 
much affrightment ? Be nor, be not ſo ſecure!y fooliſh. 
hereafter as to prize thy ſelte tie mote for thoſe things, 
which hang about thee ſo looſely,and whereofthou haſt 
ſo {lender hold,whereiafo lirtle right,that a coale of fire, 
anda puffe of wind, may take all fromthce, before thou 
haft told two dayes more, If any thinke that his reue- 
nues lie inlands, which fice cagnot conſume, I anſwer, 
water can drowne lands alſo, and God hath as much 
water as fire in his ſtore-houſe , and this whole land of 
ours is ſo ſurrounded with waues, that if God bur bid 
the winds be violent , they will as eaſily and quickly o- 
uerrunne this whole kingdome, as the preſent firc hath 
done this towne in which we abide, If any ſay, hee fea- 
rethno ſuch inundation, I anſwer, neither within this 
three dayes did we feare any ſuch fire; but God hath a 
thouſand wayes, togoc beyond the feares and hopes of 
vs weake-{ighted mortals. Goe to then, be wiſe for the 
time to come, and pride notthy ſelfe inthar, which may 
cealeto bethine in a moment. I proceed, Do not rich 
men truſt in their riches, though the Apoſtle hath inti- 
tuledthem vecerts/ne riches? VWWhen God doth make it 
appeare by experience, that they be moſt fickle , which 
by the teſtimony ofhis word, wee willnot countto be 
ſuch z 1s notthisa plaine puniſhment of our confidence 
in them? And muſt we not by theſe blowes informe our 
(clues ſo ofthis propertie, as to reſolue hereafter , I will 
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- nottruſtinriches, that is ro ſay, Lwill not build pon a 
rotten quagmire ? Iknow that almoſt all the world will 
cry not guilty ofthis fault , bur ir is becauſe they doe 
,not know the fault, They doe plainly pradtiſe it,though 
' they flatly deny it. For whar is it to truſt in any thing, 
: burco hold vp our hopes of attaining the good we de- 
| fate, oreſcaping the euill we ſhunn,by the helpe and be- 
nefit of that thing ? he that ſtayes his belecefe and hope 
ypon athing, he truſts in it, let bim ſay what hee will 
tothe contrary. Now haue you not thus done with 
wealth > Diddeft thou not promiſe thy ſelfe a weeke 
fince to live mertily and comfortably , and co eſcape 
hunger, cold, nakednefle , &c. becauſe thou hadſt a 
conuenient houſe, fir ſtuffe in it, and fit things to 
maintaine thee? And now tell me, what is become of 
cheſe thine hopes ? and this thy cruſt? when all thy 
goods are gone , and nothing is left bur aſhes. Oh ſee, 
fee, that riches are very runnagates and fugitives , that 
they be very lies andfalſities, fand that if they promiſe 
a man comfort in old age, or helpe in any time, againſt 
any miſery , they doe but couſin him with ſhewes : For 
how can that helpe thee , which may runne from thee 
euery day and houre? Now learne to enioy wealth, fo 
long as Goddoth giue itthee, but never to promiſe 
thy ſelte comfort or benefit from it , which is to truſt in 
it, [tis a thing , as thine cyes have told thee lately, 
more cafily moucable, morecaſily loſeab/e , than that 
ir can make good ſuch promiſes. There is yer one 
more diſeaſe of theſoule about riches, the dropfie of 
inſatiable and infari>fiable wiſhes for more, more. 
Men haue enlarged their hearts to the things below, 
as the graue it ſelfe , and learne ofthe' Horlcleach to 


crie giue, giue, Thoſe that began with a little , and arc 
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raiſed to large eſtates , are no iot leſle greedily defi. 
rous of more, than they were at firſt, nay theirhearts 
are ſo retched with their goods , becauſe they lay them 
vpin their hearts, that ſtillthey are fitted to hold more, 
by how much more is put into them. Nowthe Lord 
by taking from you much of your ſubſtance, warned | 
youto cucoff much of your defires after more, Thou * 
diddeſt thinke thy tate too little, and deſiredſt an in- 
creaſe, God did thinke it too much , and ſaw fit to de- 
creaſe it, without doubt he is wiſer than thy ſelfe : now 
learr:to diminiſh thy longing after wealth, as much 
-- 1ore, than he hath diminiſhed thy wealth. And 

5 amore happy thing toloſe riches, it withall wee 
.vſe that cager defire of them , which their preſence 
did increaſe, than ſtill ro poſſeſſe them, and ſtill tobe 
ſo eager after more, learne to know when you haue 
enough, becauſe the Lord hath made it appeare, *!1at 
his minde was contrary to your deſires , and that he 
accounted it too much, which you cſtcemed nor 
cnough. 

Two great diſorders more of this kinde there re- 
maine, more proper to the meaner (ort of people; En- 
uying and murmuring, Thoſe ro whom the Lord ſees 
fit to ſhew himſelfe ſomewhat ſparing , are as much 
tormented many times with other mens abundance, 
as with their owne penury; neither is it ſo gricuous 
tothem, that themſelucs hauc ſo ſcant a portion, as 
that the portion of others is more plentifull. Their eye 
x euill , becauſc Gods eye is good, They fret that 0- 
thers. enioy the bencfits which themſelues haue not 
and doe little lefſe than hate and maligne a rich man 
only becauſe he is rich A vice of any other worthy 


tobclamented andabhorred , as being at once weong: 
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2:11 to God, the free diſpoſer of his owne gifts, to a 
mans ſelfe the bcholder, and others the receivers of 
the ſame; for either God is wiſe cnoughto finde the 
fitteſt obieRs of his bounty, or he is not. Thou dareſt 
| not affirme the'latter in words , for feare of making 
thy (elfe a blaſphemer. Why doſt thou then affirme ic 
in deeds, by taking offence at his diuiſion of his owne 
ſubſtance ? for, no doubt, he that gricucth at anothers.. 
ation, blames him at leaſt of indiſcretion, And for 
thy ſelfe, what a miſerable folly is it, ro draw gaule 
out of hony , and to gather miſery from anothers com- 
fort > How vnnaturall'a part were it inthenaked hand 
ro grudge the foor a good ſhooe? and canf{ thou ſhew 
more vncharitableneſle in any thing, than in being 
vexcd at thy brothers welfare? Wherefore, lee him 
whoſe heart hath beene guilty of repininyg at anothers 
plenty, ebſerue, that Godin taking away what he had 
before, correas his want of being ſatisfied in the for- 
mer diſtribution, and hath made his little, lefſe , to pu- 
niſh his cauſeleſſe griete and anger at anothers ſtore. 
But I will conclude with murmuring , a viſe no leſſe 
frequent than the former in men of meane eſtates. All 
their complaint is rhatghey haue nothing , like to vn- 


oratefull beggers, thaWeny they had any almes where 
they had not ſo largean almes as they deſired. Such 
were diucrs of you, you had ſuch poore houles, ſuch 
cold houſes, you had nothing to hang vpon you ; I ſay 
all your words tended to diminiſh the gifts tHar God 
hadgiuen : Theſe were lying and falſe complaints and 
mutterings, and now the Lord doth call you to for. 
row for hank and amendment of them , by verifying 
them whether you will or not- How glad wouldelt 
thoubce now, if that houfe were ſtanding, or thoſe 
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goods remaining, which thou diddeft ofcenabuſe wirki 

the name of nothing. Beware of murtering cauſeleſle. 
ly, that God may not be angry to heare thoſe mutter, 
ings , and make you proue them true, to your further, 
ſmart, Thus my beloved brethren, I have thewed you 
what cffences they be, the reformation of which the 
Lord doth expeR: Let me adde one thing more which 
the conſideration of the inſtrument of your milery 
doth lead vs vmio, In Scripture we reade, that God 
hath appearcd in fire and tempeſt, then, when hee 
would (tcike a feare of himſelfc into the hearrs of men, 
and make them tremble and quake before him, Thus 

in the giuing ofthe Law he clad himſelfe wich a con- + 
ſuming flame; and in thePlalme, there wenta {moake 
out of his noſtrils, and fire out of his mouth conſumed. 
And in another Pſaline, clouds and darkeneſle a:c 
round about him, and a fire gocth before him, So did 
he (ſhew himſelfe to [obin a tempeſt and whirle-wind, 
and to Eliah in a mighty wind and fire. Theſe things 
are tercible to man, and make the ſtouteſt heart to 
quake, The Lord in caufing his creatures to ſhew 
themſclues ſo terrible, would checke vs for that want 
of tcare of his own: greatneſſe, which is foundin vs; O 
the feare of God js not agen, 48 Who is {o 
mch afraid to offe\\d God, as heis of the fury of the 
flaming fire > Whaycrying , what running away from 
the fire, what conueighing of your goods from our of 
his reach? [s fire ſo fearcfull, one of Gods hoſt, and will - 
not you learne to feare before the conſuming fire of 
his wrath Mend, I pray, that careleſſe contewpt of 
God, whichis the cauſe of moſt other ſinnes, and trem: 
ble now before him , one or two of whoſe creatures 
youlccto bee {o irreſiſtible, How canſt thou ſtand a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt God, how dareſt thou ruſh ypon his wrath, that 
didſt make ſuch haſte ro runne away from wind, and 
ſinoake, and flame? 

Theſe be the chicfe faults , which you muſt ende- 
uour to redreſſe by meanes of this viſitation. 

I goc forward to (ſhew you by what meanes you 
may cauſe this croſle to further your amendment of 
theſe and other faulrs. To this end foure things are 


neceſſary. Firſt you muſt looke vp to God in this mi- © 


ſery , and acknowledge h's hand init, and withdraw 
your eyes, fromthe ſecondary cauſe or occaſion; For 
it is the Lord that ſendeth both euill and good, both 
proſperous and adueric things to particular perſons, 
and to whole townes and countries. Careleſnefle and 
negligence of any perſon, could not haue produced fo 
lamentablea loſſe, if Gods prouidence had not fo' dil- 
poſed, that ſuch negligence ſhould haue fallen out , ar 
ſuchatime, in ſuch a rough and violent wind, fitting 
in ſuch a point as to driue it vpon you, notfrom you. 
The Lord that knew the winds would then bee very 
boiſterous and violent, and that they would fit fitly-to 


carrie the flames from houſe to houſe, euen till they had + 


paſſed thorow all the places which he ſaw ficto ſtrike, 
he I ſay, heby his good prouidence , did order things 
ſo- that the heedlefreſſe of ſome orother ſhould then 
giue occaſion, tothe breaking out of the fire, when the 
troſty wind had made each thing,as drie almoſt as tin- 
der to receiue fire , and when the preſent tempeſt was 
readieto ſcatter and diſperſe the fire. Say thou to thy 
ſelfe, that haſt loft thy goods , or houſe, or both; The 
God of heauen he rules all things , he diſpoſeth of all 
cuents, none ſo great, noneſo little, but iris ſubie&to 


his prouidence ; caſuall things, to him are not cauſuall 
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vncertaine things, to him are not vncertaine. Fire, 
water, airc,carth, wind, tempeſt, all things , are his 
creatures , none of chem can ſtirre without his power 
2nd knowledge. The finnes of men, their careleſ- 
neſſe, theic wilfulneſſe, their ations of all ſorts, are 
all vnder his eye, all vnder his decree ; It is he that doth 
moderzte cuery particular euent , neither is chanee or 
happe any thing but an idle word , vnleſſc wee meance 
by it an a of Gods prouidence moſt certainely go- 
uerning thoſe things that to men are vncertaine, I 
will not therefore trouble my ſelfe wich inquiring 
ofor chafing againſt the perſon or perſons, by whole 
faulcineſſe this vnruly ſeruant was made a Maſter : 
but I will looke onely to God, and fay with /06b, bee 
hath ciuen , and be hath take». The fixing of the words 
or thoughts too much vpon the ſecondarie cauſe oi 
any croſle, hinders the ſpirituall working of it for 
the healing of the ſoule; bur the leoking vp ro God, 
_ andcalling our thoughts to his all ruling hand , doth 
make the ſoule capable of being reformed by crol- 
ſes, This doe in the firſt place. And ſecondly, Take 
notice of your {innes as the cauſes that have prouo- 
ked God, and incenſed him the principall worker, 
and fo procured this aduerfitic. Speake vnto your 
ſoules often, and that notin a few formall and general! 
words , but effeually and particu/arly , ſaying; lr is 
ſtnne, and onely finne, that maketh the Creator to ſend 
miſery vpon the creatures. Hee doth no more defirc 
our pouerty, than our death , but thar we, by tranſerc(- 
ſing his Law, doe compell bis iuſtice to-ſhew it ſelte , as 
it were in defence of his authoritie. A juſt Prince muſt 
puniſh vaducifull ſubie&s , voleſſe hee would forfait 
the honour of Iuftice. Becauſe wee haue finned in 


breaking 
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breaking Gods Sabbath, he hath interrupted vs, in 
the reſt of his Sabbath, wich ſo hideous an interrup- 
tion; becauſe wee haue finncd in abuſing his Sacra- 
ment, he hath turned vs from his Sacrament, in ſo vn- 
comfortake a faſhion, In a word , ſay to thy ſelfe, I 
have ſinned in murmuring that I had ſolictle , or wiſh- 
ing thatT had more.I haue ſometimes ſpent, ſometimes 
gotten, ſometimes kept, vnlawfully and againſt my 
duty. Some of this that I hauc loſt, was gotten by ſuch 
courſes as I cannot iuſtifie, ſome ſaued when God did 
call for it, and therefore hee hath now in this mannec 
depriued meofit. O how vile a thing is finne , which 
forfaiteth the goods as well as the ſoule, andpulleth 
vpon meſo fore puniſhments in this life , beſides thoſe 
of the other world. Cauſe your ſoules, by frequenc 
and earneſt afficming it vnto them , to be aſſuredly per- 
ſwaded, that theſe finnes which I haue named, are th 
true cauſes of your preſent loſle, and the loſſe you ſuf 
fer will cauſe you to hate finne, and hatred will brins 
forth amendment. Ve ſay that with our tongues m: 
ny times, when wee doc not belecue with our heart: 
bur heethatcan make his heart fully to aſſent co this 
truth, my ſinnes in generall, and by name ſuch and ſuch 
{ins are the things for which-I am thus ſmitren, ſhall 
not chooſe butloath his ſinnes when he labours vnder 
the burthen of their cuill cffes, Bur thirdly , you muſk 
ſtrive ro make your gricfes ſpiricuall, as in part I did 
exhort you at the beginning. A man may kill him- 
ſelfe with crying and weeping for his ſmart or wants, 
and yet hisfinnes be never a whitthe more killed; bur 
if when any aff tion befalleth himſelfe, and hee findes 
his ſorrowes ſtirring within him, hee will then ſer his 


ſorrowes againſt his fiancs, that ſorrow will ſurely 
- ſubdue 


in 
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[abduethe power of finne. Say te your fclues, I can. 
not bur ſigh and grieue, and mourne, to ſceſo great 
and ſolamentable an alteration, I had an houſe yeſter. 
day,orthe other day, now I am houſeleſlc. I had a bed 
tolye vpon, but now itis burnt, I had goods to ſerue 
my turne, aud now they be gone into ſmoake, my ſtate 
is greatly weakned, ifnot vtterly vndone , I cannot bur 
be ſad and afflited in heart for this. Bur ah thoſe fins 
which haue opened the treaſury of Gods Iuſtice, and 
made him vſe thoſe weapons to fight againſt me , doe 
deſerue and will procure infinite more miſery. Some 
is loſt now, all muſt beloſt ſurely , with body and ſoule, 
and all , yea body and foule, and all , muſt be burned, 

andyer remaine for cuer burning in thoſe flames thar 
ſhall not begin one day, and burne violently for ano- 
ther, and then ſlacke againe in the third ; but ſhall con. 
tinue for euer burning with vnſpcakeablerage and tor- 
ment, Doth the loſle of my goods pinch me? whar 

ſhall the lofle of heauen doe? ws fire, fo terrible when 
it ſeized alone vpon mine houſe? what ſhall ic be when 
'r ſeizeth on my ſelfe > This croſſe is nothing , lefle 
-han nothing , compared to what I baue iuſtly deſer- 

ued , andmuſtcertainly ſuffer, if I prevent it notby 
Ap I will therefore gricue, not for fo tri- 
fling a thing as this, but for the ſinnes which will pro- 
Cure ten thouſand times worſe miſery. Ah wretch that 
Tam, ah wicked wretch, why hane I brokenthe Lords 
Sabbath ? why hauc I abuſed Gods Sacramenc? why 
haueI beene drunken, or ſuffered, and not puniſhed 
drunkennefſe? why haue I ſer light by Gods threats, 
which heard other Sabbaths? why haucl beene vn- 
uſt ? why haue IL lyed, coozened, and vſed hard dealing, 
to get that I cannot keepe-? why was | niggardly when 
8" 
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why didT miſ-per.d ſo muchthus, and ſo much thus ? 
why did I thinke highly of my ſelſe for my goods ? 
and truſt in them, and could never thinke I had 
enough? or why was [ſo vnthankfull, as ſtillro mur- 
rer, that had nothing , and enuy that others had fo 
muck ? Theſe bee the faults that haue kindled this 
flame, and will kindle a worſe; O for theſe let mee 
weepe, Lord, They be vile faults, vnreaſonable, abſurd, 
fooliſh , contrary tothe written word, and the law of 
raturall wiſdome , and doe giue thee juſt cauſe of be- 
ing yet more angry. Oh fooliſh heart, why haſt thou 
thus ſinned ! Be aſhamed, O my ſoule, be ſorrowfull, 
be vile in thine owne eyes , becauſe thou haſt ſo great- 
ly tranſgreſled thy duty , and provoked God, Brethren 
if you will endeuour thus co reftifie your ſorrowes, 
they will become godly ſorrowes, and they will purge 
away ſinne. 

But laſtly , you muſt remember this crofle often, ſo 
as to conſider of it, and pray for this fruit of ir. Thetoo 
ſoone forgetting of blowes makes the little childe to 
be little the better forthem, and to draw vpon him- 
ſelfe new ſtripes, by renewing his former faults; but 
you muſt not play the children thus, you muſt often, 
often call to minde the terribleneſſe of theſe flames, 
and the doubts, feares , cryes and lamentations which 
you foundin yourſelues, and heard and faw in others; 
and you muſt beſeechthe Lord to tnake you profit by 


the ſirokes of his hand , and to ſancifie the preſent af- 


flition, and all other to your bertering : Repreſent 
to your owne thoughts many times the miſerablenefſe 
and fearefulneſſe of the fight you ſaw, when'you Jaw 


yourowne , and ſo many of your neighbours houſes 
- 21 deliuercd 
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delivered ouer to the roaring flames , and your ſelues - 
vnable to reſcue them. Make thoſe thoughts often 


preſent wich you which you had then, and ſtrive ro 
pull into your miads the ſame affeQtions , and then 


cry to God, O Lord, now make me to profit by theſe 
croſſes in hauing mine heart made more and more out 
of loue with ſinne in generall , and chiefly with ſuch 
and ſuch ſinnes. If God chaſtife vs , and teach vs of 
his wayes, happy be we, and doubtlefle he willteach 
vs if we call to mind his correftions , and beg teaching, 
So haue you the beſt direions I could giue for the 
praiſe of this Truth , ſhall I crave your leauc to ſub. 
toyne a few words, for vic , and I haue done. 

Two things muſt be commended rocach of your 
confiderations, Firſt thoſe that areguiltic ofnot amen-_ 
ding on former chaſtiſements, muſt take notice of 
their finne tobe humbled at it. An incorrigible perſon 
is a great ſinner: and what is hee bur incorrigible 
whom the blowes of Gods hand haue not reformed ? 
How can that diſeaſe but kill , which is obſcinate a- 
gainſt medicines? How can thoſe ſinnes but damme 
which will not be driuen away by correions> The 
rodof correcion , ſaith Salomon, will chaſe away the 
folly thr is bound to a childes heart ; and thoſe to 
whom their folly cleaueth ſo faſt that the rod of cor- 
rection will not ſtirre it, cannot bee cſtecmed Gods 
children , but his enemies , and therefore the ſword of 
vengeance muſt cut them off. I am ſorric to be the 
meſſenger of heauictydings, but truth muſt bee rold, 
tho it diſpleaſe neuer ſo much. Let all them know 
whom Gods afflitions haue not brought to acarefull 
ſbunning of ſinne.that either ſorer blowes muſt cometo 
cc<Athat which the lighter haue not, or clſcthey muſt 
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vtterly periſh. Hath not God met with thee in thy 
dayes? hath not he viſited thee inthy children, in thy 
goods, inthy health, in thy name, in any of the things 
that are naturally deare vnto thee? if yea , what hath 
becne the iſſue? Haſt thou made light of ſome of them 
refuſing to fecle them ? and though perhaps ſome 0» 
thers have wade thee ſmart and roare (yea andthat it 
may be ſo, as to confeſle thy fault and promiſe amend- 
ment : ) yet no ſooner waſt thou Jooſed from the bands 
of aduecrſitie, but thou didſt returne to the ancient li- 
centiouſneſle of ſinning ? waſt thou a Drunkard, a fol- 
lower of vaine company, a gameſter, alyer,a coozener, 
a wanton , a Sabbath breaker , a ſwearer, a rayler , a 
worldly minded man, a reuengefull man, a finner in a+ 
ny kindeeuen as bad as before? ſay is this thy cafezthen 
ſtand ſtill and heare thy doome from the mouth of him 
whom thou calleſt thy Sauiour,.4 wor/e thing ſhall befall 
thee. This returning backe to the ſame crimes , atter 
confeſſion, after ſubmiſſion , after promiſes ofreforma- 
tion, is a wonderfull dangerous fault, it ſhewes a 
world of guile and hardnefſe in the hearty it ſhewes 
that a man flatters God with his lips , it ſhewes that 
hee hath ſet his love vpon finne, and if any man hauc 
ſerued the Lordthns, like a deceitfull bow , ſome few 
times, as Pharoah did, let him bec affured that the 
Lord is cuen out ofall hope of him as it were, andif 
hee be gotten to ſome preſent eaſe and proſperitie, 
it is becauſe the Lord is whetting his ſword to cut him 
off. Great is his danger that hath refuſed to receiue 
correion, and toturne , that hath beene as baſe mer- 
tall, which no melting can refine , that hath beene like 
ſuch filthy.clauts, which no waſhing can make cleane: 
| that hath beene like the fretting leproſie , which after 
H 2 ſcraping. 
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ſcraping offthe duſt and new plaſtering , doth breake 
out againe. Thar houſe muſt be pulled downe; thoſe 
clouts mult be caſt ro the Dunghill, that mertall muſt 
be flung away, and that man muſt fincke tnto hell, I 


_ pray you euery man to conſider it himſelte be net 


ſuch, and if hee bee , now take norice of thine hard- 
neſſe, wilfulneſle , guilfulneſle, loue of finne, con- 
tempt of Gods hand , obſtinacy againſt his rod , and 
now fall downe, and lament this finne, and returne to 
God againe : renew thy promiſes which thou 
madeſt in aduerſitie, and fecke to performe them, 
that thou maieſt not bee deſtroyec, O let this admo- 
nition of the word, ſo reuiue the remembrance of 
thy gricfes , and of thy purpoſes, and of thy faire words 
which thou gaueſt vnto God and man, that thou maylt 
tremble to thinke of thy great wickedneſle, in going 
backe from thy good words to thy bad deeds, and 
mayeſt now -rerturne againe to thy former purpolcs, 

And ſecondly , brethren, I muſtſpeake to you all 
and each in regard of the preſent calamitie, your 
eyes tell you that God hath ſmitten you , who ciſe 
could haue made the winde and flame to meete fo 
right , and to continne together ſo long? your cares 
tell you what vſe the Lord lookes that you ſhould 
make of his blowes. Now in the Lords name I re- 
queſt , yea require you , to rake this happy counſell 
of our Lord Issvs Cuntsr. All of you in 
generall muſt doe this, The Towne is as a common 
body , one Perſon, Tho this ſtroke haue nor light 
vponeuery one, yethathir falne vpon the whole, as 
the childe is corre&ed, when one part is made to 
{mart ; wherefore all in generall, are called by God 
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co a carefull amendment of their liues. Doe nor 
thinke, you whoſe goods and houſes ſtand intire and 
- vntouched, that yoube nor as great offenders as your 
brethren; doe notthinke that che Lord hath not ſhewed 
his angerto you , and againſt you for your finnes. As 
the tongue doth offend in periurie,and the cares arc pu- 
niſhed by being nailed to the pilloriez and asthe hand 
oftcnderh in theft, and the backe receiucth the ſtripes in 
being whipped : ſo when a whole Towne hath ſiancd, 
God ({triketh ſome one part forthe common fines ,as 
here among you, forif hee ſhould haue ſmitten eucry 
one,it would haue beene the deſtrution of the Towne, 
and not their correQtion, And when hee findeth an 
whole Nation {infull, hee ſmitech ſome Townes and 
Cities, co admonitſh all, as lately by the Plague; for if 
all ſhould haue beene alike ſmitten, all had beene loft. 
I beleech you therefore to ſee Gods hand againſt your 
ſ-lues for your offences , and reſolue ro ſfinneno more. 
in an; of thoſe things whereof you are guiltie.*God® 
hatch ihewed more gentlenefle to you, in that others 
haue borne the blowes, which the ſinnes that you haue 
commirted, as weil as theirs, haue deſerued ; make nor 
aleflegood vſe of Gods hand, becauſe he hath ſhewed 
more clemency and gentlenefſe. It it is anill vſe of mer- 
cy togrow careleſſe and hard-hearted, 

Let vs all rherefore reſolucto ſinne no more, no 
more to prouoke Gods anger, to hazard ourlſelues no 
more, no more todraw his ſtripes vpon vs. Is not this 
burning greatenough ? Haue not thoſe flames frigh- 
ted you enough? is not this loſſe ſufficient > Would 
you another fire? another wind? a mote violent wind? 


a more fucious flame?, if not (as I know you cannot 
wy ' hq make 
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make ſo fond a choiſe) O let the Lord hane his pur- - 
poſe, and attaine his defires now ar this once , without | 
any more adoe. Vhat can the childe gaine by negle&«! * 
ing and ſetting light by his fathers threats, bur, that * 
blowes muſt follow? What by ſtouring ir out againſt - 
oneblow, and not regarding te mend at the firſt ſtroke, 
bur that his father muſt take the rod in hand apainc, 
and make him ſmart with harder ſtripes ? Brethren I 
baue often ſpoken to you'in Gods name, The laſt Tuc- 
day, my Text ſerving, I called you ro amendment, you 
ſee what hath followed. It being now admoniſhed a- 
gaine, after correftions , you refuſe to make this onely 
righrvſe of both, the Lord will not be ſet downe, hee 
will dcale peruerſly with the peruerſe, as the Plalme 
hath it, and be hard-hearted with the hard-hearted, as 
we ſee in the caſe of Pharaoh, and though he may de- 
fer atime to giue you ſpace andtime for amendment, 
yet in due time, and after a fit ſpace he will againe re- 

- furne to viſit you with more ſcuerity. Wherefore as - 
youlouc your owneeaſe, as you delire the continu- 
ance of your proſperity , as you wifh no more to fecle 
ſuch fore and heavy croſſes, promile, reſolue, endevour 
tO /inne 10 more , breake the Sabbath no more palpably, 
abuſe the Sacrament no more groſly. Bee no more 
drunken , bee no more ſparing to Drunkards , but ler 
each of you practiſe ſobriety in himſelfe ,, andthe Go- 
uernours puniſh drunkenneſlc in others. Be no more 
feareieſſe of God, be no more vngratfull for your con- 
ſtant preſeruation ; Get no more by vnrighteous dea- 
ling, or immoderate labour; keepe no more from God 
or his poore , or the publike ſtate, ſpend no more walt- 
fully, finfully, exceſſively, Be no moreproud that you 
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arerich; Truſtno more in vncertaine riches, couet not 
co get more, grumble not that you haueſolictle, enuy 
not that others exceed you in wealth, I pray you re- 
ſolue to fling from you all finnes,moſt of all your moſt 
precious ſinnes; and in particular, and with ſpeciall 
Care, thoſe ſinnes which I haue named, Why will-you 

not dwell in ſafetie, wh } will you not enioy your goods 
and houſes: Why will you not ſaue your ſelues from 
more and woiſe miſeries ? The Lord ſends his Word 
amongſt yon to make you profit by his blowes. Hee 
dothnot grudge you your wealth, but takes it from you 
to giue you notice that your ſinnes diſpleaſe him. He is 
not delighted in your miſery , no more than your ſelues 
are in the ſmart of your children, Ir is your amend- 
' ment that fee {eeketh , endeuoureth, calleth for ; and 
without this, nothing will, nothing can,nothing ſhould 
pleaſe him, If he ſhould corre for {inne once, and after 
ſuffer it vureformed, he ſhould deale vniuſtly, vnwiſely, 
weakely, not like himſeltfe. Either thoſe euils that I haue 
named,aandthereſt of which you are guilty, be naughe 
and wicked,or they be notſo.Ifthey benot wicked,why 
ſhould he corre@ you atall? if they be, why ſhould he 
ceaſe correRing,afore you ceaſe finning?l: is not crying 
out, itisnotroaring and lamenting, it is not awhim- 
pring confeſſion of {innes, it is not a clamorous calling 
for mercy , that will pacifie God or ſerue your turnes 
for ſafety. All ſeeming remorſe, allſhewes of humili- 
ation, ail blubbering andcryiag , is worth nothing, nay 
it is a greater prouocation to him, if withall, you ioyne 
notas the effe and truic of all, this of our bleſſed Sa- 
uiour, Sine no more. Of this you muſt mind cuery man 


himſelfe, eucry one his or her yoke-tcllow, his or her 
neigh» 
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ocighbour , for this you-muſt call vpon your: fe;' - 
Oh that Savoy, +4 vue ue more; _ for this ys) | 
- myſt call pow God ,O' Lord thatrequireſt amend» 
"> mene., worke amendment, Inable:as well as 
command 3 and then through thy grace 
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Eepnss.5.16. 
Redeeme the Time,becauſe the dayes are emtll, | 1 


B6) Hileſt I bethought my ſelfe 
b) A ofaportionoftholy Vritto | | 
* treate ypon,thatmighthold | [1 


ſome agreement with the 
preſent ſeaſon : this ſhort r- 
& ſentence offercd it ſelfe vnto $: | 
my minde. Art the fir{tI re- | JP 
iected itas impertinent,bur | [1h 
afrer a ſecond and more ſerious view, me thoughr | F 
it was the moſt fir Scriprure that 1 could make | 
choice of, on this occaſion: for howbeir it hath pO 
pleaſed the common ſortofmen, to ſtile theſe fe- | 
ſuall-dayes withythename ofgood times;3yer by 


reaſon of the groſſ&/abulage ro which thecorrup- q {| 
tion of men hatymade ELIE 37 99 VC- |  þ 
ry wellreceiue analteration of rheir title,and in 14; 


a-quite contrary phraſe, be tearmed cuill dats; F 

. | yea;jandrthavin thehigheſt degree ofall,the worſt +14 

 ofdayes. Now inthisrime whercin times fo la- _— 
[20k A 3 uiſhly | 
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WP .- [ning fcr downe the dutie of Chriſtians in this be- 
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he Redemption of Time. 
uiſhly miſſpent,] hope itcannotſeeme vnconueni- 
ent,or vntimely,to giuea briefe exhortation con- 
[cerning the right vic of Time. 

| Theſe words which I haue read, leade vs into 
(that path : being part of an exhorrtation begun in 
the former verſe. .There in generall,hz had cxhor- 
tedthem to be moſt ſtrictly carefull of their waies, 
and to dire&.their courſe of life in ſuch reſpeQiue 
fort,as they might deſerue the name of wiſe,not 
vnwiſe men : commending herein vnto them and 
vs,that very ſtrines and preciſcneſle, wherewith 
the world hath now long {ince pickt aquarrelland 
falne out. And "Dina this was but a generall 
rule.he ſeconds it with ſome particulars,by which 
]wee may beeledon tothe like inſtances in other 
'matters. Thefirſt of theſe ſpecials is placed inthe 
[yell diſpoſing of time, in this verſe : Whereha- 


Pp EE EIT 


haltc,he backes it with a reaſon ; which u it ſelte 
and to a ſpirituall vnderſtanding, is moſt found 
and firme ; but to the carnall iudgement ofa car 
nal! man,is voide of all foundnefſe and reaſon. The; 
duty is,to buy our the rime,to traffique with if, as 
men doe with wares; and when it is in other mens 
hands (as I may ſay) to giue ſomething (yea,any 
thing) that we may get it into our owne hands for: 
good vics. He means, that wee ſhould viſe our: 
greateſt careand diligence (cuen that wbich we! 
would imploy in matters mott neerely concerning: 
vs) towinall the time we poſſibly can, for the du-' 
ties of Religian and Godlineſſe. His argument ro } 
confirme this exhortation,is taken from the con- 
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traric,(ifwe looke on it witha carnall eye, it will 
ſceme inconſequent,halting and nor able tobeare 
vp the Concluſion) itis, becauſe the daizs ave enill - 
'that is,the cuſtomes and manners of the greateſt 
part of men that liue,are wicked and lewde: Now 
Co the number and route of theworld is. fo | 
ſtrongly bent to all manner of vngodlineſle, as 
that they haue cuen tainted the time it ſelfe, and 
corripred the very dayes ; the Apoſtle would 
Pherebde haue the Ephefians, and all other Chri- 
ſtians ſo much the more induſtrious,to take all ſea- 
ſons & occaſions for the bertering of themſelues. 
Becauſe other men are naught,and ſtarke naught, 
therefore oughrfaithfull Chriſtians to be good, | 
and very good, and to turne all opportunities to. 
this end and vſe,that they may be turtherances .to 
make them good. » 
The world would hauc framed a more crooked 


cauſe men are ſo generally and cextreamely bad| . 
(for that is noted in ſaying, the dayes are euill) wee 
muſt therefore ncedes {traine curreſie alittle, and 
[not be too tri, leftxwe ſhould be ouermuch dif- 
(ferent from other mhen,and incur the by-name of 
| Singulariſts. Bur the Apoſtle tellethvs, that be- 
| au the waies of men are exccfſhuely diſordered, 
| and ful of naughtineſſe,we ſhould beſtow fo much 

the more paines, that wee might not bee carried] 
downe the violent ſtreame and deluge otvnlanRi- 
fied living z and vnto this entent ſhould carneſtly 
watch, and diligently take all good occaſions of 
[getting and doing good. You ſee inpartthe mea- 


ning 
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concluſion from this ground, and haueſaid : be-[ + 


| 


—_—_—_ ________———_ —_— . R ” 
| ning of this ſhort ſentence, which containeth a 
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few words indeed, but is Qutrfull of worthy mat- 
ter, which (according as my weakeneſle can at- 
taine) [ ſhall ſtriue to Ed before your eyes, vn 
folding it in ſuch manner, as that you may pet 

ceiue the things,that lay therein cloſely wrappec 
vp before. 

The point which the words offer to our conll- 
deration at the farſt ſight, is:this , that all Chriſti- 
ans ought to. bee-very good husbands for their 
time. Good houres and opportunities are mer-! 
chandizeof the higheſt rate and price : and who- 
foeuer will hauc his ſoule thrine, muſt nor ſuffer 
any of theſe bargaines of time to paſſe him, but 
muſt buy vp,and buy outall the minutes thercof. 
No man oftrade can bee more carefull to chatter 
and deale. in. the. moſt gainefull things-thatper- 
taine tohis-occupation,than wee ſhould bee to 
deale.inthiswaredf time, wherein. every Chriſti- 
an is,or ſhould bea well taught and practiſed dea- 
ler. . As ſuch kind of men (if they caneither make 
money themſelues, or borrow itof their friends; 
yea,or elſe(ſuchiis the greedineſſe of men) take ir 
vp of the Vſurer) will nor letflip any commodity, 
wherein they have skillandare per{waded, thatir 
will bring inlarge profit within a ſhort time ofre- 
turne: ſo ſhould cuery good man vicall diligence, 
(for diligence/is inſtead of money here, and\ carc 
in ficad of coyne) to gaineeuery day,cueryhoure,, 
and euery minute ({o much as may. be poflible) | 


|faires,to beftow-rhe fame on the. duties of R. 
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on and Godlineſſe. This being ſucha 
| ware, as if it bee wiſely beſtowed, when ir is 
| heedfully gotten, will come in againe with both 
| hands full of profic for .recompence of ones 


ortation, this ſame Apoſtle deliucrs in ſo ma- 


arcell of 


$226 taken in that behalfe. This ſelfe-ſame ex-| 


| 


redeeme the time. Sechow Paul,an old beatenand 
experienced dealer in theſe matters for the ſoule, 
 dorh neither forger, nor negle& to teach hisap- 
| prentiſes(as I may call them) the very ſecrets and 
| mylteries of thetrade of good liuing,whereof this 
15 one, cuen the thriftie laying out and getting in 
of time: which being a to the Colloflians 
(as well as deliuered to theſe Epheſians), comes 
| wicha double charge vpon our windes,-tomake 
vs heedfull in theſe bargaines. ' And thitexecllent 
petition of Moſes(the man of God)doth meaheno- 
ting elſc but this,when in other words hee ſairlt: 


| heart to wiſdome. - For he meanies;thar God, would 
| inable him with grace, { ſeriouſly ro confider'ot 
the ſhortneſſe of this life, and the tranſitorineſle of 
this preſentworld ;as thathe might take all occa- 
fons,and vieall meanes to bend his heart tothe 
ſecking and obtaining of the true knowledge of 
God and himlſelfe, and fo. the true feare of God, 
which is the beginning of wiſdome. 

{., Andthe want ofthis husbandrie, Chriſt doth 
maurnefully lament in che Ciric of Jeruſalem, ſer- 


ny words vnto the Colloſſians, when he fairh :| 
Walke wiſely towards them that are without ,. and col.4.x. 


1.ring out.vatovs alſo ens of- 
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| fedtxand conſequents of this heedleſneſſe, in re | 
| gard of taking time,and viung the fit opportunity. 
| Luke 9:42, | 0 (faith he) if thou hadaeft enen knowne, at the leait | 


£51] in th3s-thy day, thoſe things that pertatne wnto thy. 


Lj 


A 


 |tothiseffe@ of vngodly men; that when theirmi- 


| 


[thatwould norgeale withhim athis leaſure, And' 


—— 
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peace) But now are they hid from thine eyes,&r. As if | 
'hehad ſaid : Hicherto thou haſt had the meanes to 


learne what made for thy good, and what might 
haue prevented thy ruine; and if thou haddeſt bur 
even at this laſt houre marked and conſidered: 
them, thou mighteft haue eſcaped theſc fearetull' 
iudgements : but now that thou haſt been all rhis 
while wanting to God, hee will hereafter bee wan- 
ting to'thee; thou ſhaltneuerhaue any triteknow- 
ledgeof theſe things,nor cuer auoide theſe miſera- 
ble .calamities. Becauſe they did nor vie time, 
whileſt time did ferue,to repent and turne to'God, 
rherefore- after, &-was too late, God would nor 
hears them norhelpe them. They that refuſe the 
200d offer ofa good bargaine from God,ſhallnot] 
havethis bargaie offered again at their pleaſure: 
yea;God wil nordealewith them at their leafure, 


| Wiſds (in 92/9025 wiſe book of Prouerbs)fpeaks 


ſerie comes,ſhewill laugh at them; becauſe when 
the gauehergood'inſtrutions to prevent this mi- | 


. 


- The negle&'of taking thefierime and occaſion | 
to follow Wiſedoms wholeſome counſell, and ro 
| COME whenſhee calls Pluogeth ſcornefull men in? 
to ſiich/a -depth*of miſerie; 'as that there is'to} 


|incanes of tconery, For whenwildome laiifhes 
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} a man; 
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muſt ſo much che rather bee beſtowed in doing 
good (and then it is redeemed), becauſe wee haue 


dreame),nay it will ſoone come to the bottome'; 
it is then wiſdome to ſpare betime,and not in the 
very dregsand lees. All theſe places doe in moſt 
plaine manner confirme the point,v7e. that euery 
Chriſtian muſt be very ſauing and thriftic of his 
time ; that is, muſt conuert all occaſions to the 
good of his ſoule,and furthering ofhis reckoning; 
notſuffering by his wil any houre or minute(more 
than needs muſ}) to bee laid out in any thing, but 
matters that may fit him fora bercer lite. This is in 


one vpon the leaſt occaſion is readie tomake one| 
ſtep further thitherwards : when one giues all his 
time to God,but ſo much as may be more cſpeci- 
ally to religious exerciſes,and ſuch things as doe 
after a peculiar ſort make fora better life; not let- 
ting ſlip any meanes of furtherance, that is offered 
him this way. Now for your better direQtio in this 
ſauing chrif., & for the more ful vnderftandivg of 
this point, and more cafie practiſing of this need- 
full duty,l ſe to ſtand ſome while in ſhewing 
theſe rwo things. Firſt from what Time is to be re- 
deemed. Secandly,what the time is, which muſt 


| 


a man to ſcorne,whither ſhall hee repairefor ſuc- 
cour ? And to this intent(of husbanding our time 
| well)notable is the ſaying of the ſame Apoſtle in 
another place, bidding vs,/1le/t we hane time, doe. 
good to all : as much as it he had told vs, that time 


Gal. 6.10. 


{noſuch great ſtore of ir, as we doe fogliſhly .ima-| 
gine. The veſſcllof time is not ſofull (as moſt men| 


truth to haue ones conuerſation in heauen, when| * 


be redeemed. B2 For 
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- For thefirſt;we muſt vnderſtand,that there bee 
five Huckſters of time, very Cormorants and In. 
-f/ 44 |groſers of this precious ware;which betwixt them 
x (for the moſt part) get P all the houres of mens 
| tives,not ſuffering the foule to enioy ſo much as 
|anhourefor it owne vſe,vpon the beſt occafion to! 
| benefit it ſelfe. Theſe thecues, when I haue told! 
{you their names, I will deſcribe more atlarge. 
| They be ; firſt,vaine ſports; ſecondly,vaine ſpee-* 

ches; thirdly, immoderate ſleeping, or ſluggiſh-! 
nefſe; fourthly, vaine thoughts ; laſtly, immode- 
ratefollowing of worldly buſineſſes and affaires. 

; (Play, Twatling; Sleeping, Fooliſh'thinking, Ex- 
F coll rooting inthe earth, Nowfor theſe fond 

ſports (amongſt which I comprehend riotous tea- 
ſtingand belly-cheare, a companion'of gaming 
for the moſt part, and allo that trifling and wo- 
maniſh diſeaſe of curiouſnefſein putring on appa- 
rell): for:theſe (I ſay) it is cafie to prove,thatthey|. 
© [doe cate "p theſe good houres,which otherwife 

(would much inrich the ſoule of man. Sa/omon(the 
wiſeſtof meere mens that lined fince 4d) hath 
ſetir downe as a ſure rule (that neuer failes, ſcarce 
ever admits exception), That he which loues paſtime 
ſh be poore,and he that loues wine and oyle ſhall not be 
11h. Wthisfaying bevnderftood onely of the bo-| 
T (dy,it is moſt true; For thele.things will make a 
| mah extremely needy-in the midſt of large poſlet- 
| + fions,and /plentuous reuenewes. Bur if we apply 
it to theſoule'(as I ſeenot cauſe why it may nor 
beapplied to-both)itis moſt vniuerſally crue.. He 
that is: fo wedded- to: his pleaſures, 'and befurted! 
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ypon vaine delights,as thar the current of his life 
is carried that way, or elſe too great a part of the 
ſtreme is turned thither;ſhal be deſtitute of vnder- 
ſtanding,ſhall haue a naked, ragged,rattred ſoule: 
and that comes, becauſe he hath not vſed his time 
well ; by the right imployment whereof he might 


haue got welth for his better part, meanevntohis 
mind and hart. A thread-bare hartneedy of know-. 


God did warne them to repentance and-amend- 


| 


ledge, comes from a voluptuous life ſtuffed with 
pleaſures: andthe Prophet 1/aiah _Y out with 
a wofull and a bitter cry againſt thoſe, which had 
the timbrell,the pipe, and the harpe in their feaſt, 
bur would not regard the worke of the Lord : all 
their dayes were taken vp incating and drinking, 
in banquetting and feaſting, in good cheare and 
merry-making ; ſo that there was no time to me- 
ditate and thinke on thofe afflictions, — 


ment; which is moſt contrary to this duty ofre- 
dceeming the time,forall this time is cuen loſt and. 
caſt away. And had wee no other proofe than 


our owne- experience in this behalte, would it: 
not manifeſtly conuince; that hee which defires | 
to redeeme he time , muſt flie theſe vaine de-} 
lights and ſports > Fordoec we not plaincly ſee, 
what a cankch it is in a number of mens liues ? 
when(many dayes) they beſtow thtee or toure 
houres together, yea halfe the v6 if not the 
whole, indicing,carding,bowling,ſhouel-boord, 
or the like idle(if not wicked)exerciſes? doth not 
this waſte and poure foorth time ouer-lauithly 2 
Or can that man haue.ſo much reſt and quier, 
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or ſo-much ficneſſe and opportunitie to.doe good) 
to his ſoule, as his wiſc care in cutting off theſe 

needleſſe recreations (or vexations rather) would 

hauc affoorded him? For theſe vaine plcaſures are 

notalone miſchicuous hinderers of this thrift, in 
that they conſume the very hourcs themſelues; 
but as much, or more alſo in that they diflettle 
the heart, and pull the affeftions our of ioynt :1o 
that a man is driuen totakeas much paines to ſer 
his heart to a good cxerciſe, as would well hauec 
porenes the dutic, had he not been thus vnfit- 
red. 


is robbed of his time,& of his heart both at once ? 
and by both kept from reading, praying, medita- 
ting,cxamining his heart, or any ſuch good exer- 
ciſc for his Gules aduantage. Wheretore if any 
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Now whata miſcrable loſſe is it,when a man| * 


man would ſo preuent theſe vaine and foolith 
{ports,that they ſhould not ſpoyle him ofhis hars 
and houres : let him obſcrue theſe two rules.in 
his ſports, and then hee ſhall doe well in theſexe- 
ſpecs. 


- |vſe any recreations,but thoſe which he can proue 
|to be in themſelues lawfv!)) : firſt, I ſay,tor the be- 
ginning of recreation; let cucry man know, that 
recreation mult follow labour, for the moſt part ; 
Or if at any timcit goc before it, it muſt be very. 
liecle,only to fit one for labour. The Lord allowes' 
a manno ſport,(though neuer ſo lawfull in itſelfe) 

vntill luch time as hisbod or minde doe ſtand in 
need of it; chiefly when they hauc been buſicd'in 
ſome {uch honeſt affaires, as by wearying them, 


Firſt, (this being preſuppoſed, that he doe not 


haue| 
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have made them vnfit to further labour,ſo rhat 
they muſt againe be fitted thereto by recreation. 


[nor ſo wellable to rake paines, there is no allow- 
ance ordinarily for recreation. All our ſports and 
recreations, it we will vie them well, (I ſpeake of 
thoſe which are lawfull) muſt be to our bodyor 
Sythe,toſharpen it when ir growes dull.Hee that 
when his Sythe is dulled,will not(vpona defire to 
doe more worke) take time to whet ir, ſhall cut 
leſſe,and with more paine,and more vahandſome- 


or'minde is tyred or heauy, will notyſe ſome ho- 
neſt refreſhing, ſhall doe lefle,and with leſle dex- 
'reritie than he might. But on the other ſide, if the 
Mower ſhould doe nothing from! morning to 
[noone, or from-noone to night, but whet,whet, 
whet,rubbing his Sythe,he would both marre the 
Syrhe, and be counted an idle work-man alſo, for 


|minde : as the Mowers wherſtone or rifle is to his | 


ly than he necd to doe: fo he, tharwhen his body | 


tt 


the moſt honeſt delights, when neither the 'wea-. 
tincſle of his body, nor heanineſſe of minde're-} 
quires the ſame(but only vpon a fond luſtorlong-. 
ing after them), ſhall in time deſtroy his wit and 
ſtrength, and in the meane ſcaſon marueilous vii- 
thritcily miſſpend his rime; Therefore let not a. 
man begin the day with play, though never 
lawfull, valeſſe his body or minde require ſome: 
tor his cal- 


neceflary exerciſe to make it more-apt 


? 


ſure to goe throughir, eithor lutnpifhly or Ginkil- 


ly,|- 
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ly,much more if hee ſpend all the day from me 

| ning to night in playing let it beneuer _ - 
$ | holy-day,or haue hee what other excuſe hs 

This abs is for the beginning of ſports. 

1 The ſecond is for the nee and continuance 
of them,where this is a generall and a firme dire. 
| &ion; that it is not lawtull for a man in an ordi- 
nary courſe, to ſpend more time in any paſtime, 


TY 
C 


= any day,than in religious exerciſes, I meanc 
iefly private religious exerciſes; I (ay, it is vt-|, 


Matth.6.3 3+ 


| 


terly vnlawtull to beſtow a og: time any day 
vpon the moſt lawfull delight,than in private re-} 
ligious exexcifes,or at leaſt in acuſtomable courſe 
ſoto doe. This is plainly proved by that which | 
Chriſt ſpeakes to vs,laying : Firſt ſeeke the kingdom | 


' 
| 


of God, and the righteouſneſſe thereof. You ſee heere 


before any other thing whatſocuer ; to let thar 


commanded- to preferre the ſceking of heaucn,| | 


haue the chief place in our ſoules,and in our liues. 


cannot beſtow- more time in 


Now he that firſt ſeckes the —_— of heauen, 
po 


rts of any ſort,| 


the obtaining of eternall life, and that righteouſ- 
neſſe which will bring one thereunto ; ſuch as are, 
hearing and reading the Word, praying,medita- 
ting, examining the heart, _— and the 

like. Andurelythis-is a moſt equall thing, that 
- |the moſt 'needtull. durie; ſhauld haue the moſt 

time beſtowed ypon it, Yea, and it is a moſt caſie 
rule to all ſorts of men, that hauc ſcaſoned-their 


| 


hearts with the xxve.feare of God. For ifa mats 
| go inbodilyxyorkes; then the very exerci- 
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than in thoſe things which doe direaly make tor | | 


les 
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: \ he doth for the ſpace while 
fronwhis bodily labour, (and his calling affoords 


if hee bereligioufly minded, and haue indeed fer 
| his delight on God, hee may well giue as much 
' time to theſe aCtions,as to any carnal] ſports. But 
if any manscalling lie in ſtudic,or ſuch like Jabor 
| of the minde z firſt, rhe: change is a great refreth- 
ing, and varictica delight; and then there be reli- 
gious exerciſes, which will refreſh the minde as 


health requires,it is not long in viing,becauſe na- 
ture 1s here, as in other matters, content with a 


ſes of religion are archeſhing 0 his body,in that 
t 


y continue, deſiſt 


ſufficient ſtirring of the body for health); ſo thar 


well as any ſports; and for ſo much exerciſe as| 


- [littte, howſocuer men ſecke excuſes by belying 


her: ſo thatar the leaſt,an equall portion of time | 
(muſt beallotted ro God and Religionzas to ſpores 
and delights,cuen of ftudents,ifchey will firſt ſeck 
the kingdome of God. Therefore let a wan mea- 
ſure our the time of ſporting and recreating him- 
ſelte,by the time he takes to pray,to reade, to me- 
dirare,to {ing Pfalnes,to conferre of good things, 


v4 


or the hike ; and know rhat heehathonot libertic 
from God to employ ordinarily ſo much rtime;ne- 
'uer to employ one minute more, in the moſt vn- 
offenſiue Com , than in theſe ſervices of God, 
| Now let a man conforme himſelfe totheſe two 
rules : Begin not to play,rill need of body or mind 
craue jt: Continue not ſports longer than a'man 
(hath, or ſhall continue "Iu godly priuate exer- 
[ciſe of religions and hce ſhall ſave histime well 


Worn this firſt Theele. | C'þ 
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Now comes tobe cofidered the next ſpender,or 
rather robber of rune, that is, idle twarling or bab. | 
ling:& concerning this,our Sauiour Chriſt deales | 
Math.rs 36. [plainly with vs,faying:T hat of euery idle word which | 
| ' men. ſhall ſpeake, they ſhall gine account at the day of 
indgement : thinke well of this ſentence, and lay vp 
| euery word. Thou muftnot alone giue account of 
thy workes, butalſo of thy words: thou muſt not 
alone be called toa reckoning for mouing of thy 
| hand,foote,or whole body butofthy tongue alſo: 
and thatnot alone for wicked words,finful words, 
 barmefull words, ſpecches in themſelues infe&i- 
ous and rotten; but for idle and waſt words ; and 
not only for a number of idle words, for a whole 
throng or fleet of them, buttfor cuery idle word. 
| Now thenif there bee an account tobe given, | 
and a reckoning to bee. made for theſe rubbiſh 
ſpeeches ; iudge.ifit be nota wantof redeeming 
= time, to ay it out in ſuchathing as will bring | 
a ſore and heauy-burthen afterwards without re- 
pentance to.caſt it off, and iudge if hee which | 
makes much of time had notneed rake much heed | 
of this ill ſpent breath. Nor alone then wicked 
ſpeaking (when one belcheth foorth lewd and fil. | 
thie words) not ſlanderous and backbiting talke, 
(when one whiſpers of-his neighbours fanlts be- 
hinde his backe, vttcring (perhaps) allo lying re- 
ports,ind fathering thatvpon him which he neuer;| 
| did,or meant) ; but cuen vaine, needlefſe,and vn- 
profitable words, ( which tend to no good or| 
wholeſome vſe for the ſoule or body) are a mif- 
ſpending of time, and contrary to this precept s 
and | 


| 


— 
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and there: :< alſo to bee ſhunned ofhim that is 
| this way thriftily diſpaſed. 
No man can talke idly,but he caſts himſelfe vp. 
on 4 double damage,cuen the lofſe of a word, and 
| the loſſe of time : two great loſſes, what euer men 
| imagine of them : And therfore the Apoſtle Pan! | 
alſo finds fault with a certaine fort of women that 
were pratlers, which would goe from houſe to} 
houſe, twatling and babling our frothy ſpeech, 
that was good for nothing ; which fault hee con-: 
demnes as a matter ſomething worſe than idle- 
neſſe,or doing nothing, when one talkes royes or 
trifles,and ſpeakes ſhadowes or gawds thar yeeld 
no profit. Such twatling cuts outhe hart of good 
time, for it hath ſeldome any meaſure, ir creepes 
by little and little ouer a great part of the day,and | 
{ſometimes of thenight. How many winter nights 
| doe men ſuffer themfclues to be robbed of, by this 
childiſh babling? And in the 4.verſe of this chap. 
the Apoſtle forbids tooliſh ſpeaking and icſting : | :,1,7,,,, 
The one 15a rouin — ana rr together L 
a great deale of chaffie geere, that will teede no 
man: a buſic,but abſurd proſecuring of a headlefle 
and footleſle tale(as we may call it inour phraſe). 
The other is a ſerting of ones ſelfe,and ſharpning| 
of his wit, to coine prettic and wittie fcoffes and | 
conceits that may moue laughter,and forthisend' 
only : both theſe are condemned, as vnlawtull;and 
vnbcſceming Chrittians. . 
| - There miſt bee a difference made berwixt 4 | | 
{moorh and pleaſant vrtcring 'of ones minde 1n | | : 46 
fcemely pheaksyand good and delightful _—_ | | TH 
| 215 2 and | >= al 4 
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| 
| and. manner: and this whetting of the wit,to ban- 
1 \ die and tofſe ſharp and briniſh aunts and quirks, | 
EY | Now this pleaſantneſſe ofthe moſt honett ſort? 

| is nortobe " as a cuſtome, but.in the nature of | 

arcfreſhing,when men are dulled tor better mat-, 
| [ter For laughter beinga power of Gods creating, 
| | | and wholeſome to the body,and theretore lawtul, 
it cannotbe valawtull in a ſeemely fort, harmelel-: 

ly ro mouc laughter by words; but it muſtnovbe! 
icſting : one muſtnort giue himlelt ro ir,and make 


| ls . . | 
Wes his OCCUParion for an houre or two rogether. 
| 
| 


— 


| Now none can be ignorant, how greatan hinde- 
' rance this vaine ſpeech'is to the well imploying 
| of tine. For doewee not ſce, that inmany places, 
whole-daies arc caſt away in the deepe gulte of 
 rouing,and vnprofitable runnagate-babling to no. 
| 


purpoſe > And thatwhole meales are deuoured in 
| gibing and. icſting, if without raking the- ſacred 
| name of God in vaine,and hurting ones brothers 
name,(which is very {cldome) yet cxceſſinely,and 
\not without thruſting out better matter,which is 
F121 a.gricuous fault, Wherefore that we may bewell | 
1455: 8 armed againſt this robber, let vs obſerue diligent- 
ly theſe tworules. 1 
Firſt, Jet vs make conſcience of our words, and. 
| of the mouing of our. tongue, knowing it to be a 
| 
| 
| 


| neceſſary qury that God hath impoſed vpon vs,to 
haue our words alwaies gratious, and ſeaſoned 
with ſalt; alwaies good for-the matter, and tem- 
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[ cept the Apoſtle: addes preſently-dfrer this;of: re- 
\ Icolas. deeming theixime(to the Colofhans) as'a notable! 
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part oficThclawof prace then muſt be the bridle 


of our tongue, and VVitedome mult rajgne in our 


[mouthes; ſo thatwe ſpcaknothing but thatwhich 
may bee for ſome profir, vo our owne or others 
foulc or body,being tly tempered to the preſent 
circumltances of time,place,&c.whcre and when 
we ſpeake. For the words are gracious,not alone 
when they tend to the further edification of the 
| [ſoule in ſome matter of Religion; but alſo when 
- {they be buſted about ones honeſt outward affaires 
- [and lawfilll calling,this being a great furtherance 
to godlineſle,that a man may know how (and ac-. 
cordingly practiſe it) ro follow his calling with 
'dextcritie and wifſedome.. 
Now hee that would not haue vnneceſſary trif: 
ling words ſteale into his heart, and out of his 
mouth, and-fo ſpoylc him of good feaſons,nmiſt 
ſer it downe,as athing to which his conſcience is 
bound, (as well as not to lyc, {weare, or ſlander) 
notto ſpeake one Ciaknend he cannot giue 
ſome reaſon trom the good that he doth'aimeat 
in ſpeakiog otic: And eucry man muſt know, that 
hauing let ſlip ſuch a word, hee hath commitred 
(ſuch a {1nne, as makeshim liable to Gods Judge- 
ment,and to the ſentence of condemnation. 
| | The want of refoluing»the heare thus;cauſerl 
many to take-liberty to their tongues, (and harm- 
full iberty it is)and yet rothinke they haue done 
ho-harme to themſelues in to domg.” And there- 
forc;the commonexcuſe offuchtwazters is this: I 
| hope that tis norharme : yea,buo whargood was 
ie 15: i were not directed to.fome good, it hath 
131 E 3 done| 
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The Redemption of Time, | 
done harme, for it hath broken Gods commande- 
ment, and ſet thy ſelfe deeper in debt than thou 
waſt before, thou haſt one. treſpaſſe more to an. 
{wer tar,before Gods tribunall : no man ſhall ever | 
auoid this puddle,that will not be perſwaded it is 
a damnablefinne to ſtep into it. Firſt then, Jabour 
to conuince thine heart, and frame thy praCtiſe to 
this rule.in all ſpeaking. | 
Secondly, for honeſt comely mirth in ſpeech, | 
(beſides that it muſt not reliſh of luſt, nor ſauour | 
of malice and prophaneneſle, for then it is worſe 
than idle words ) it ought to bee bounded with 
this rule; namely, that it bee vied as a meanes to 


| 


quicken our ſelues or others againſt ſome natu- 
rallheauineſſe or deadnefle, by which the heart is 
| made vnaptfor better conference, and other exer- 
Ciſes of more profitable vie, and when this effe& 
is broughtto paſſe, that Jaughter hath ſcattered 
the miſt of duineſſe, from oft the heart and mind,! 
| (or ifno ſuch occaſion be offered) then it mirth, 
and naturall laughter, giue place to his betters: 0- 
'therwiſe comming;tnto a continued cuſtome,and 
 ſhouldering out more needfull communication, 
it takes the name and nature of jeſting,and is a 
thing much vabeſceming the ſtaiedneffe of a 
Chriſtian, Thus the tongue may be bound from 
| dealing falſely with:the heart;and couſcning the 
| oule of good houres and occaſions. 
Now tolloweth the third deuourer of time,and 
that is immoderate ſleeping or fluggithneſit. | 
The wiſe King $a/e07 bare a great hatred ro this 
Theete , and giues many warnings mae 54] 
| where- 


| 
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whereby men might learne to take heed of it. The 
bed is a very cunning and ſlic couſoaer, that vſeth 
a pleaſing tricke todecciue a man,and robs him, 


vnder ſhew of friendihip. Now Salomon hath | 


\made a moſt firdeſcription of a {luggard, caught 
by the wiles of fleepe and floth:ſetting him out to | 


thelight,Pro.6 9.10.11. where hee brings him in Pro» 6.9.r0.11. 


roming himſelfe, and rubbing his eyes with an 
vnwilling hand, vttering broken and ſlcepie ſen. | 
tences,as onenot halte awake. Firſt, hee calls him 
vp (as it were) ſaying : How long wilt thou ſleepe, 
when wilt tho riſe out of thy ſleepe? As it he had ſaid: | 
Ho, ſir, it is time toget vp, what, not out of your | 
bed yet,at this time of the day? Then marke the 
drowtſte,ſlumbring.and ſenſcleflc an{were : A /rr:/? | 
ſleepes,a little ſlumbers, (tor the Originall hath the 
words in the plurall number,well befitting a flug- 
gard) a little foldine of the hands to ſleepe. See how 
peaking of {lcepeallis inthe lirtles :and though- 
he names ſlceps;yerit is buta little in his conceit. 

He tels not when he will riſe, but hee cannot rite 

yet; and when he hath had enough and too much 

already,then he mult hauca little more,begging 

fore ſleepe as one would beg for bread. He askes a 

lietle,becauſe hee would not be denicd. Firſt,hee | 
muſt haue {kepes,and having ſlept, he muſt haue 
flumbers,and hauing flumbred,bee muſt fold his 
hands, and rome and tumble himſclte. Behold a-| 
ſleeper in his colours: and marke what anſwere: 
Salomon giues,he ſpends no more time to call him | 
Vp, but tels bim his doome as he lies in his bed: | 


T herefore. thy povertis comes 4s 4 traveler, and thy 
% necefutte þ + 
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\neceſtt2 as an armed man. As it he had ſaid: Well, 
be it ſo,if-you will neceds;ſleep on, take your belly. 
full of fleepe, bur know, that fich you ſhew ſuch | 
ill in begging fleepe, you ſhall cuen become a 
| begger for it; (1th you will have your fill of ſleep, 
you: ſhall haue little enough of any wealth, po-i 
uertic will purſue you, and onertake you, itwill 
follow you, and ſnrprizc you. itwill make haſte 
24 and ftrike home,you cannotrunnefrom it,nor re- 
fiſt ir,ir comes with ſpecd and with forces it will 
take you in bed, where you cannot flic away from 
it,nordriue it from you : and whathe ſaith of out- 
ward poucrtie,is moſt certaine. of inward ,penu. 
ry; a fluggard hath.ſo-much-rhe lefle grace, by 
{how much. hee hath the more ſleepes 'and 


= \{lumbers. So the ſame wiſe King hath ſer out a 
BY lpron.16-14. \uggard 1m another place, ſaying : that «/oxpw's 


| tumbles himſclfe on his bed,as the doore on the hinges; 
| | tharis,he is'{til there.,and there muſt be ſuch adoc 
| before he can beremoued from off his couch,as if| 

| one wereto lift a doore off the hookes;a man muſt 


| | come with leaucrs to -heaue him off. Call him, 
| waken him;bid him riſe,&c.all is little enough to 
| 
| 


rcarehim. [This fluggithhumour(you ſce)is con- 
| detuned long _ a miſſpender of time. And 
ſurely it isnotalone very dangerous, in regard of 
| |rhequantitie and muchneſle of the time which ir | 
| filcheth g but alſo in regard of the: qualitie and 

| goodneſſe: for it ordinarily feedes glurronoully | 
on'the very faroftime; it cates the very flowerof 
the 7 ; & conſumes the firſt fruits of our houres, 
cnen-the moming ſcaſon. Atterfleepe hath made 
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| ſtrong what labour hath weakened; after that na: 
ture hath been well refreſhed,and the reuiued ſpi- 
Tits come witha freſh ſupply of ſtrength and nim. 
 blenefſe to ſerue the body and the mind: then for 


want of exerciſc all growes dull againe; as a band 
of Souldiers, that grow effeminare by lying in 

garriſon without labour all the Summer. Thus ir 
| robbes one of the principall and moſt ſeaſonable; 
| time,when the minde and body were both'iin the! 


. i ; | 
greateſt fitneſle to reade, pray,meditate,orto dif. | 


' patch and caſt any matter of ones calling it is a 
 Theeie that robs one, not of his baggage ſtuffe,! 
| but euecn of his gold and Icwels. (For ſome time] 
'& better than other, as much as ſome metall is 
| better than others, and this alwaies for the moſt 
part, takes away the moſt precious); yea, it hath 
one trick as much,and more dangerous than the 
former : If a man giue himſelfe to fluggiſhneſle, ic 
will often follow him to the Church,and cloſe vp 

his eyes,and cares,both of body and minde, from 
hearing and marking thoſe moſt wholeſome ex- 
hortations,which like ſo many pearles,Gods mel- 
ſenger witha liberall hand,according to the plea- 

ſure ofhis Lord,doth ſcatter amongſt men, chat | 
who fo will, may take them vp. The time of _ | 
ching and expounding the Word,with applying, | 
it,is the time of harueſt, it is Gods marker day; 

| Nay, It1 his dole or princely congie, when hee 

 giues gifts freely, and thoſe of great worth too, 
/vnto thoſe that will take them. How can it chuſc 
burbeagreathindranceto a mans eſtate toflce 


in harucft;andto be-in bedat ſucha time, when lo| 
D much| oy 
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much wealth is beftowing ? Therefore this ſleep,| 


SS _ 
pl — 


—— 


| 


neceſlary affaires. The reaſon of this is plaine : It 


| lying in bed, was ordained forthe ſtren hening 


you ſec,is a moſt craftie and pernicious deceiuer,) 


and doth with much-cunning ouer-reach a man, | 
taking from him, for the moſt part,the morning 


| time,and the time of hearing,two the moſt profi- 
| table ſeaſons.and the moſt worthy to bee redee- | 


med of all others. Now againſt the deceit of this 
falſe companion, a man may defend himſelfe by 
following theſe two rules : 
Firſt, it isnot lawfull for any man, vpon pre- 
tence of leaſure from buſineſle,to take more {lcepe 
than is required for the ſtrengthening and rc- 
freſhing of his nature. The meaſure of ones ſkep, 
or lying in bed, muſt not bee according to ones 
buſi c, but ſo much as his nature requires, for 
the better inabling of it to pertorme the dutics 
of bis calling,andof religion. Indeed a man may, 
and ought to breake his {leepe, and ſtint himſelte 
in this regard, when important buſineſle, either 
tor the ſoule or body doe prefle vpon him ; but no 


| manimuſt take moreſlcep than is requifite for the 
ſufficient. refreſhing of nature; vpon vacation of 


is a finne toſtraine and ſtretchnaturall things for 
the ſ{cruing of luſt, beyond that end for which 


they were created and ordained, Now fleep,and 


of nature, and for the repairing of the ſpirits di- 
miniſhed by labour ; wherefore it muſt not bee 
drawne beyond this end, to the fatisfying of a 


ſluggiſh humour. So that, as.it were a fault for a' 


| 


\manto fit and cram himfelfe with meate. tilt his | 


| ſtomack| 
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ſtomacke would turne backe the morſels, becauſe 
no buſineſle did call him from thetable: fo it is a 
ſinneto giue ones ſelfe to immoderate ſleeping or 
{lugging in bed(as our word is,to fleep compaſle)' 


to beon the bed,as a doore on the hinges,that one. 
cannot riſe till a leauer come; that is, ſome thing 
euenalmoſt of neceſhtie. It is wicked to ſurfer on 
fleepe,as well as on meate. So then it ſhall bee a 
| great helpe againſt fluggiſhnes,to know that God 
allowes not any man to be {luggiſh,and therefore ! 
'to accuſtome ones ſelfe to timely rifing:tfor in this 
one thing cuſtome hath as much power almoſt as 
in any thing,ſo thatlooke what is ones vie,that he 
ſhall hardly refraine. Hee that doth cuſtomably| 
torſake his bed, ſoſoone as hee feeles his nature| 
freſh,and his ſpirits quickned,ſhall with caſe keep 
on in ſo doing, Buthee that-takes liberty to laze 
himſelfe, and dull his ſpirits for lacke of vſc,ſhall 
find the more he {leeps,the more he ſhall be drow-| 
ſfie,till he becomea very ſlaue to his bed,and make 


ſing it to be his duty(and through cuſtom,though 
hard at firſt) drawing vnto ita nature,may haue 
the morning at commad.And this is the firſt rule. 

Secondly, for the time of hearing the word, he 
[chat would not be troubled with fuch D—_ 
cthen,muſt looke that he doe vie meate,and drink, 
and ſleepe moderately,in the firſt ſeaſon of ir; and 
then ſtriue to quicken himſelf againſt carnall hea- 


ninefſe and ſorrow, by prayer and meditarion be- 
tore hand : which two _ will keepe a —_— 
| 


2 


23 


——_—_— 
DO —_— 


| 


| becauſe no vrgent matter doth call him vp. This is , 


ſleepe his maſter. So a healrhfull body by confel-| . 
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fullbody in ſuch good temper, that {leepeſhal nor 
ordinarily opprelie it in this moſt ſacred exerciſe. 
|; Now tollowes thefourth Theete tobe arraig- 
ned, and that is-idle thoughts. Mans imaginari. 
ons will be working, and toſſing conceits, vpand' 
| downe almoſt continually. Now all men by na-| 
[ture are fo tainted with the fſickneſle of vanitic, 

that their minds wil runne willingly afternothing 
elſe,but that which.vanity. begets. And for this 
cauſe men haue taken vp a Prouerb, to dazle their 
eyes (if itmight be) thatthis might notſeeme a 
fault. They ſay,that Thought is free; as though one 
ſhouldneuer anſwere tor idle thoughts, And iris 
the common excuſe of men to ſay, They thinke no 
harme; as though-it were enough, to hatch no 
[miſchicuous and harmetull Conceires, notwith- 
ſtanding they doe excecde in idle and vnprofita- 
'ble imaginations. Whereby it may beſeene,that 
[menare fo farre from reforming this fault.and a- 
uoiding this theefe, that they will not take it for a 
fault,nor eſteeme it as a theefe of time, But this 
ſwallowes vp moſt of our folitaric houres, when 
men are inbed, or alone 'in thenighrſcaſon, and 
cannot ſleepe; or when they bee tourneying and 
walking without company, they cannot then pol- 
fibly talke with others, when no man is preſcat : 
[yer their. mind doth. buſie it ſelfe, in idle talking 
with it ſelfe,caſting athouſand fond things before! 
ones eyes; as, what ifrhis- ſhould bee ? or,whar if 
that ſhould come to paſſe > and much adoe,to lit-| 
tle purpoſe. This rouing and frisking of the fanta- 
fie(like.awantan Calte, let-looſe from the.ſtall) is 
£ | aſretting| 
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.|a fretting worme, that cares out a great deale 


'of moſt mens time,ſo that they cannot redeeme it 


for the profit oftheir hearts. This puts by good 
[medirations, and ſuggeſts feathery & light {tuffe, 


that hath no'good ſubſtance in it; froth and fome, 


which is not nouriſhment to the mind, but rather 


/poyſon,in thar irfills it full of wind z and a windie 


| 


| 


| 


| 


\heart is no lefle burdenſome, than a windic ſto- 


macke. This caſts out the cogitation of Gods be- 
nefits,that one may not be thanketull tor them ir 
ſhoulders away the thought of ones owne ſinnes, 


/|thatie may not renew his godly forrow and re- 


pentance for them; it iuſſels out the confiderarti- 
on of Gods graces,thar we cannot ſet our affe&ti- 
ons on fier,to long and labour after them. Andin 
all theſe reipe&s,it takes away the benefit of much 


| — opportunity. For euery time a man isalone, 


eparated from all company and outward buſines, 
there is an excellent occaſion of furthering his 
owne ſoule,offered vnto him. It any thing grieue 
him,he may freely disburthen his heart into Gods 
boſome; ifhe faulted any way,he may haue full 
and free ſcope to confelſs and bewailc it; it hee 
want any good thing,therc is leifure and place in 
as effetuall manner, and with as many words as 
onecan,to beg it ofthe Lord. Thus great riches 


__ come tothe ſoule by a well-ſpent folitari-| 


neſſe : but vaine cogitations doe depriue a man of 
all this, and doe fo blow vp the mind with that 
which is nothing, as it growes ſwollen, like the 


a 
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| 
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well be called the drophie of rhe mind. Now,for 
| - *_ D;3. a helpe 


fleſh of him which hath the drophe,ſo that it may | 
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a helpe againſt this vanitie of the mind, breaking 
-|forth in idle thoughts and fancies; Firſt, we muſt: 
[take the counſell of Salomon, To keepe the heart with 
Ll dilizence, The heart is that which muſt be nar. 
rowly looked vnto, that euill and vnprofitable: 
thoughts riſenort vp init. Here mnſtbe the ſpeci-' 
all care to preuent,firſt breeding andingendring 
of ſinne in the moſt inward parts. | 
This Theefe will bee Rill filching and ſcaling 
time continually,doe what one can, Vheretfore a 
watchful and wary eye muſt be had thereunto,and 
a diligent guard muſt be ſet before the heart, to 
keepe out ſuch imaginations from entring,as bee 
like rogues and vagrants, worth nothing, and al- 
waics come to ſtcale ſomething. VVhen a man 
makes conſcience of his thoughts, and obſerues 
them to what end they tend,this will bee an excel- 
lent helpe to keepe them from wandring; whereas 
if one will follow the prouerbe, andeſteeme them 
as tree,they will neuer be kept from abuſe fond- 
neſle,like Ants ina Mole-hill, that runne vp and 
downe,hither and thither,and doe nothing, 
| Thenintheſecondplace,we muſt labour to be 
| prouided before hand, of ſome profitable matter 
or ſubie&,whereunto to bend the thoughts in ſoli- 
tarineſſe; ſomething that tends to the glory of 
God,and our owne good,cither in matters ” 
{oule,or the Jawfull affaires of the body,mult bee 
rg | 
[ctintothe ſoule,totake vp the roome,that the bu- 
fic fancies may be the better ſtopt out. And indeed 
the Lord hath prouided a Chriſtian of good ſtore, 
of ſuch marter,ifhee bee nor wanting to himſelfe, | 


For 
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For there is nothing that offers itſelf roany ofour 
ſences,which doth notallo offer to our mind (if it| 
were not ſtarke blind) ſome glorious attribute of 
God to bee ſcene and confidered of. So thatto 
want occaſion of good thoughts in this varietic of 
matter,is to want light at noone-tide, that pro-' 
ceedes from nothing but from want of eyes. Bur 
this is a greathelpe to him, that can ſee to ſet his 
ſoule a workefirſt on the good things. Forif one 
haue let his heart looſe at firſt, he ſhall not (with- 
out much painesand toyle) catch it againe, and 
haue .it within command. Thus doing, a great 
part of vaine cogitarions ſhall be cut off. 


the more dangerous, becaulc it is in ſome honeſt! 
reckoning among moſt men ; and is eſteemed as | 
the right Load and true owner of that time,which| 
for the moſt part it holds by vſurpation & intury. | 
This is the immoderate care ofthe world, and of 
thingsof this life, though in theraſelues honeſtand | 
lawfull;when a man doth wind himſelfe into ſuch 
a labyrinth and maze of affaires,as he cannot-get 
out at fit times to ſpirituall and religious dutics, 
atleaſtnort ro thoſe which are priuate: when the} 
[heart is fo ſurcharged with bargaines and purcha- 
'ſes,and buying and ſelling,and building,and ſuch 
[like ; that God and goodnefle, Chriſt and ſaluati-| 
ſon, Heauen and Hell, come not into a mans mind} 
'2nce ina _— once ina weeke; or aticaſt, if 


they come, they be quickly ſhut our, andhaue no 


long/nor- quiet entertainementthere : when the 
foule] 


| 


Now comesto be handled the fifth and worſt | — 
of all the fiue conſumers of time; which is ſo much | 77 
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a helpe againſt this vanitic of the mind, breaking 
\ [forth in idle thoughts and fancies; Firſt, we muſt: 
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take the counſell of Salomon, T o keepe the heart with 
all dilizence, The heart is that which muſtbe nar. 
rowly looked vnto, that euill and vnprofitable: 
thoughts riſenot vp init. Here maſt be the ſpeci- 
all care to preuent,firſt breeding andingendring' 
of ſinne in the moſt inward parts. 

This Theefe will bee till filching and ſtealing 
time continually,doe what one can, Vheretore a 
watchful and wary eye muſt be had thereunto,and 


a diligent guard muſt be ſer before the heart, to 


keepe out ſuch imaginations from entring,as bec 
like rogues and vagrants, worth nothing, and al- 
waics come to ſtale ſomething. VVhen a man 
makes conſcience of his thoughts, and obſerues 
them to what end they tend,this will bee an excel- 
lent helpe to keepe them from wandringz whereas 
if one will follow the prouerbe, and eſteeme them 


as free,they will neuerbe kept from abufic fond- 


neſle,like Ants ina Mole-hill, that runne vp and 
downe,hither and thither,and doe nothing, 

Then in the ſecond place,we muſt labour to be 
prouided before hand, of ſome profitable matter 
or ſubie&,whereunto to bend the thoughts in ſoli- 
tarinefſe; ſomething that tends to the glory of 
God,and our owne good.,cither in matters ah 


| 
| 
| 
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foule,or the Jawfull affaires of the body,muſt bee 
let into the ſoule,totake vp the ee the bu- 
fie fancies may be the better ſtopt out. And indeed 
the Lord hath prouided a Chriſtian of good ſtore. 
of ſuch matter,ifhee bee nor wanting to himſclfe, | 
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For there is nothing that offers itſelf roany ofour 
ſences,which dothnotallo offer to ourmind (if it 
were not ſtarke blind) ſome glorious attribute of 
God to bee ſcene and confidered of. So thatto 
want occaſion of good thoughts in this varietic of 
matter,is to want light at noone-tice, that pro- 
ceedes from ſe” i, ok from want of eyes. But 
this is a greathelpe to him, that can ſee to ſet his 


haue let his heart looſcat firſt, he ſhall not (with- 
out much paines and toyle) catch it againe, and 
haue .it within command. Thus doing, a great 
part of vaine cogitations ſhall be cut off. 


| 


ſoule a workefirſt on the good things. Forif one 


Now comesto be handled the fifth and worſt 
of all the fiue conſumers of time; which is ſo much | 
the more dangerous, becauſc it is in ſome honeſt| 
reckoning among moſt men ; and is eſteemed as | 
theright Fo and true owner of that time,which | 
for the moſt part it holds by vſurpation & infury. 


[outat fit rimes to ſpirituall and religious dutics,] 
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ſoule is ouerwhelmed with caring, thinking,deui- 
{ing,and ſtriuing how to grow great here,and is ſo 
| rolled in the gulfe of carthly martrers, that it canot 
come to land (as it were) to ſettle irfelfe in any 
proportion, to thinke how it may grow greatin 
Coen how it may get poſleſhion of the true 
treaſure, This is a wondrous conſumer of good 
houres,digging them all into the dunghill of this 
world. Chriſt finds fault with this in the Para- 
ble : the men bidden to the feaft,had Farmes, and 
\Oxen,and Viuecs,& ſuch matters in hand(buſines 
forſoorh of more importance than fo) and there- 
fore could not come. And the thornic ground had 
ſo much carking and caring how to = that it 
doth cuen choake the Word.che good feed could 
not grow thereby. And the Lord complaines of 
them of the capriuitic of Iudah, that: rhey could 


find time to build their owne houſes, yea, .and to 


build the houſe of God:ſo this ſinne doth ingroſle 
allthe time to it ſelfe, and will not giue cl|bow- 
roome to any good exerciſc,cſpecially to any pri- 
uate exerciſes, without which, the-publike are I 
as meate without digeſtion ; and yet it comes like 
an honeſt and _ thing, painted witt 
the name ot thrittineſle and paines in ones lawful 
calling. To fence our ſclues againſt this rauenous 
and lurking fault, we muſt bind'our ſelues to theſe 
three rules, ,-which all depend-vpon the rule of 
Chriſt, that bids vs fot (he the kingdome of God, 
firſt in cire,and firſt inaffegion : Andagaine, lay 
wp your treaſure in Heautn, Hence(l ſay)thee rules 


; may 
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may be colleed,to which he that would no bee 


! | ſpoyled of good occaſions to the ſoule by worldli- 
- |nefſe,muſt moreand more frame-himſelfe and his 


life. - 


vpon ſo many buſineſſes,or any ſo cagerly,as that: 
his ordinary affaires ſhould hinderhimſelfe,or his 
family from the pertormance of ordinary ccligi-! 
Ous'cxerciles. 

The common and daily matters of this world, 


in any mans calling whatſocuer, ſhould not erm 
him,or his family,trom common and daily duties 


here a man muſt take care for his houſhold.,as well 
as for himſelte, that he doe not hinder them from 
taking conuenient time to pray, and reade, &c, 
by forcing vpon them an ouer-great burden of or: | 
dinary buſineſſes. For it the ſoule be to be preſer- 
red before the body,and heauen before earth;then' 


uing of the foule muſt be ſctbeiore, much more 
ſtand equall with the things that pertaine to the 


calling (ifany fall out) muſt not barrevsfrom the 
extraordinary workes of Religion. Asfor exam- 
{ple,barueſt and hay-time, or the like,are extraor- 
dinary times for the bufineſſe for the body: ſopre- 
paration to the Sacrament,faſting (it neede fo re- 

uire) and ſuch like,are extraordinary workes for 
the ſoule; now as the care of inning ones corne or 


: 
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thoſe cuſtomable marters that pertaine to the ſa-' 


grafſe, muſt not keepe him from taking tune to| 
7 | Prepare, 


The firſt is,that no man ſuffer himſelfe to enter 


of Religion; ſuch are reading, praying, medita-: 
ting, and religious obſeruing ofthe Sabbath: for 


j 


| 


body. Secondly,the extraordinary workes of our 
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7 ward!y, Laſtly,ifſome outward duty of religion | 


prepare himſelfeto the Sacrament,or to faſt at his ' 
'ncede : fo the receiuing of the Lords Supper is | | 
matter of more than ordinary vſe for the ſoule, 
and ſome necdfull journey ſtands in the like man- | 
ner for the body,but a man muſt rather deferre his 
tourney (if it may be put off without ouer-much 
hinderance to him)than omit the recciuing of the | 
Lords Supper. The ſame rule muſt be kept in all 
other particulars.For if the ſoule bee more worth, 
and muſt be morecaretully attended on than the 
| body{as it is no reaſon the handmaid ſhould take 
place of the Miſtrifſe),then thoſe things which do 
after a peculiar manner concerne the yoo and 
profit thereof, muſt not beneglected for ſuch as do 


more ſpecially helpe the ſtate of the body our- ! 


 haue been pur offfrom the time,whercin it ſhould 
| be performed,by ſome ſudden and expected bu- | 
ſinefle,that required ſuch haſte (as inſuch caſe or- 
| dinary duties of religion may be deferred) then 
ſome ordinary buſineſſe of lefle waight muſt(inre- 
| compence) giue placeto thatexerciſc afterwards, 
\anda man muſt find time for that, whether it bee 
reading, praying, or meditating, by leauing vn-| 
 done(for that ſpace)ſomething that may beberter 
ſpared. And thus you haue heard what bee thoſe: 
fpeciall euils,whichlic in waite to couſen vs of our | 
good time,and how they may be preuented. And | 
{o the firſt part is handled ;-namely, from whar, 
Time 1s to be redeemed. 
| Nowfollowesto ſhew, whar it is that is to bee 
|redeemed, and fo you ſhall fully know mien 
| $; 
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auoide the fiue forenamed euils, ſhall neuer want 


torithe occaſions and fit opportunities thatfal our, 


of other like. The firſt, when God continues the | 
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this duty conſiſts; Now by Time, the Apoftle 
neanes two things : Firſt, the very paſſing away | 


GR 


—_— 


ofhoures and minutes, the ſpace and leafure of 
any thing ; and ſecondly, the good occaſions or j 
opportunities that fall our in this ſpace. For the | 
word in the Originall, ſignifies not alone the very 
ſliding of minutes,but the ſpace conſidered allo: 
with ſome ſpcciall ficneſſe, that ithath, tor ſome, 

o0d,which we call the ſeaſon of it. Now tor the 

rſt,it ſhallnoc be needfull to ſay any more, being 
thateuery one knowes,that cuery thing muſt haue 
ſome ſpace wherein to be done, And he that will 


| 


time,or the pace whercin to doc or get good. Bur 


now for this,now for that, in this ſpace, it is ſome 
more skill to find them out,and make vie of them. 

Now theſe ſeaſons are all of two ſorts: Firſt, 
ſuch whereby a man may more eaſily get ſome 
good to himlclte : Secondly,ſuch, whereby a man 
may with more fitneſſe and eaſe doe tome good. 
Of the firſt ſort, namely, ſcaſonable opportunities 
to get good,T will name three particulars, which 
are moſtneedfull to be conſidered,and by propor- 
tio of which, any mamay come to the knowledge | 


Goſpell,offering daily the Word and Sacrament, 
and calling torepentance and amendment of life; 
this is the ſeaſon of repenting) this is the harueit 
wherein wee may reape Chrilt,ifwe benornegli-: 
ent ; this is the acceptable yeere of the Lord, in 


which one {hal þg.receineditheretur ne. VV hileſt | 
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52 mn  wiſedome lifes vp her Voyce . whileſt her meſſen- 


— 


| gers come daily to inuite vs; whileſt her gates 
| ſtand open, and her dinner ſtands ready dreft, 
| whileſt her meſlage is done vnto vs; all this time 
ifa man will ftriue and endenour to turne from 


| | his ſin, to leaue his folly,and forſake his ſcorning, 
| he ſhall bea welcome gueſt, ſhe will accept mim, 
ID helpe him;and giuehim an encreaſe of grace, till| 
| he become ſtrong with her meates. 

? Whoſocuer liues vnder the preaching of the 
| By Golpell,hath this priuiledge annexed to-the out- 


| watd reaching, that if he will but ſtriue and pray| 
| ro God, to giue him ſtrength to repent and a- 
| mend his waics and turne to him, God will(vpon! 
his promiſe) heare his prayers and affift him : bur 
when the Goſpell is gone, then the date is paſt, a 
| man may call,and not be heard; and cric,and not 
17 be regarded.So theireuery man redeems this ſea- 
fon of the Goſpell,when he giues himſelfe to con- 
| {ider ſeriouſly of thoſe faults which hee findes in 
himſelfe,and heares ſharply reproued in the word, 
| and hereupon refohiesto forſake them, and doth 
not onely Jiis Gets beſt endenour, but carneſtly 
| calls ypon God for his helpe, without which his 
| power: is but weakenefle and ineffetuall ; when 
| | bee doth alfo duly ponder vpon:the holy Com-| 
| mandements that hce heares preached, and thoſe 
| | exhortations that are daily Sande in his cares 
to moue him to-doe ſuch duties as God requires, 
and hereupon concludes with himſelfe to ſer a- 
| bout-this worke, and craves the ſtrength of God 
i | | to beare himthrough.inthe ſame, ' And when = 
RT ee | do 
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| {doth aduiſedly thinke of the promiſes that are 
generally proclaimed, and labours to get ſome 
aſſurance thathe is ſucha one to whom the right 
of thele promiſes appertaine: thus doing, I ay, 
one redeemes the time wiſely, and makes his ad- 
uantage of the Goſpell while it continues, which 
is a thing that all men ſhould doe: bur ſo rare in 

the world, as that it is wonder the Lord hath fo 
patiently continued his louing voyce, when men 
(coffe ar it and will notheare. The Lord hath and 

doth ſend his Prophets amongſt vs,as hee did a- 

mong the Iewes, rifing vp carely , and ſending | 
them,which with. all earneſtnes doproclaime the 


neſte, negle& and contempr of Gods word, brea- | 
king of his Sabbath, railing,wrathfulneſſe,whore- | 


preſſing,ſlandering,lying,and ſuch like : yer how | 
many runne on in theſe cuils prefumptuouſly, 
ruſhing like the horſe into the bartaile, with an | 
vnreaſonable boldneſſe, nor fearing any danger, 
and hurting their/eares againſt theſe reprootes, 
as the deate Adder doth, that/they may not bee| 
moued by them-ro amendment: ah, how comma-| 


ry is this to redeeming the time? If any man haue 
hitherto loſt the ſeaſon, let him now growwile, 
and'euen at this time turne to God, and-begge 
| [power to forſake theſe finnes. How often and how 
carneſtly arc men cxhorted to all good workes by 
the continuall voyce of God, ſpeaking vntothem 
by his deruants? to reade the-word of God daily; 
Ito pray privately ; to FR vpon the ney 
l 3 to 


dangerous cuent that ſhall follow vps prophane- | 


 dome,wantonneſſe,couctouſneſſe, theeuing, op-| 
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The Redemption of Time. 
to watch ouer their daies; and to call rhemſclue: 
toa reckouing euery day for the faults commit. 
ted in the day ; yet who regards this voyce? who 
markes theſe dos where is one,that hath 
enioyned himſelfe ro ſome conſtancie in praying, 
reading, and the forenamed duties? This is to 
{leepe in harueſt, a moſt fooliſh praQtice and vn- 
wiſc : wherefore whileſt there is yet a little time 
lefr,whileſt wee haue the light,letvs walke in it, 
that we be not ouertaken with darkneſle. He that 
hath not yetbegun, lethim be ſorrie that he hath 
put it off ſo late, and now ſet foot into theſe waies 


of God, whileſt God ſets out his word as a cand: 


to direct him; and as his hand to leade him by 
The promiſes of God are in like fort publiſhec 
amongſt vs. Happinefſle is held vpas a reward 
all true hearted Chriſtians,and the crowne of lit. 
15 propoſed to thoſe, which are found and faith 
tull members of Ieſus Chriſt. And yet as thoug] 


all were ſure to get it, or it were not worth ſec 


| king by any;the moſt men flatter themſclues ir 


their f1nnes, and will needs promiſe theſe gooc 
things to themfelues,when _ hauc noaſfuranc 
or proofe out of Gods word,wherby to lay claim 


'Ortitle to them. This is a grieuous and a dange 


| | | 
| 


þ 


_ | 


rousnegleCting of time. And it any haue not ye 
made ſure .worke this way, let him cuennow le 
about it, whileſt the Vord as a touchſtone is be 
fore him,by which he may tric himſclf,and whict 
will make him ſuch a one as he ſhould be,if hewil 
ftrive to followit,and pray for abiliticrobe ru- 
led by it. So thenwhile(4God holds hes 
ts 
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fits, and ſtands wirh his armes open to accept vs, 
+ [let vs take his benefits, and be perſwaded to come | 
+ [vntohim in goodearneſt; let it bee too late to tra- 
uaile when mid-nightſhal come,in ſtead ofnoone 
day. This is the firſt and chiefcſt opportunitie of 
getting good : namely,to ioyne with the Goſpell, 
and follow it with our endeauours and prayers, 
_ !by which it ſhall be made eftectuall vnto vs. | 

| - Theſecond opportuniticot getting good, is in | 5 _ 

time of youth and health, whileſt the vigour and 
| . X 
ſtrength of the body anc mind is fitfor labour, 
and capable of inſtruction. And Salomon in his 
booke of Penance,wiz.Ecclefiaſtes,bids, Remember 
thy Creator inthe dayes of thy youth, before the eurll| 
dayes come. Theſe dayes of youth and health are | 
good dayes,when hee which will vie thew, hath | 
(his memory ſtedfaſt to cal ro mind his euill waies, | 
that he may bewaile them,and to treaſure vp good | 
inſtrutions and promiſes that may guide 8& com: | 
fort him;when the lims will ioyne with the mind, 
& the tnind hath the bodyas a fit inftrumet to ſeck 
the kingdome of heauen, 'ifa man will addreflc ! 


himſelfe vnto it : but the dayes of old ageand {ick- 
neſle faile much of the commodious fitnefle-for 


good . the memorie is cracked,the head and vn- 
derſtanding js weake and eſpecially the time. of 
fickneſſe is ſo filled with paine, fo ſhaken with di. 
fractions, and incumbred with griefes and for- 
rowes.that one is nothing fit to repent,or pray, or 


heare,or to dog any ſuch thing. 
Now when a man in the prime of his dayes,and 


in the fulneſſe of his health, will giue binſelte ro 


ſeeke | 
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l 


«| 


| 


——— 


© The Redemption of Time. "F] 


' 


|ly;the worke 


ſeekehcaucn,will heare the V >rd,and meditare| 
vpon it,and applyit to himſclfe, will confeſſe his 
finnes, and force himſelfe to bewaile them will 
pray to God for good things,and ſet the whole 
courle of his like-in a right frame ; he hath well ta-! 
| ken oppurtunitie, & he ſhall haue reſt in his latter| 
dayes,mach quier and contentment, at leaſt much} 
ſtrength and aſſiſtance in his ſickneſle, becauſe hee 
hath ſomerhing in ſtore againſt the time of want. 
| -Butalas,how doe the common ſort of men be- 
' wray their monſtrous folly in this behalfe? What 
more common , than that fſottiſh and brutiſh | 
ſpecch.at leaſt ſuch ignorant & profane thoughts; 
men will repent when they bee old,and cry God 
mercy when they feele themiclues ſick, and amend 
all when they be ready to go out of the world?and! | 
fooliſh man,thou knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt 
die ſuddenly ; whether thou ſhalt haue thy wits | 
and ſenſes; or whether, thou ſhalt haue power of 
heart to make the leaſt colour of repentance in 
thoſe extremities. How many haue dicd ſudden- 
ly how many ſottiſhly? and yet how doc men for 
all antes ey - ve buſineſle,name- | 
repentance and turning to God 
(which will require the whole ſtrength of the 
| ſoule)to the worſt and moſt crafie time of ſicknes 
orold age? As ifapriſoner, atwhat time a man 
was offering him a pardon, and calling vpon him| 
to take it, fome good ſpace before the Ales, 
fhould lay, Nay,letme alone, I wiltnot looke at- 
ter my pardon, till immediately before I am to} 
come before the Iudge : this were a moſt fond} 
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part,eſpecially, if it were ſo, that the theefe knew 
not whether the next day ſhould bee the day ofhis 
arraignement orno: ſo the caſe ſtands betwixt the 
Lord and vs; if any man therefore hath been fo 
little carefull of his owne eternall good, as to put 
off repentance and conuerſion till that dead time, 
or doth foſter any ſuch harmetull conceite in his 
heart,lethim now caſt it out, and now that he hath 
his health and ſtrength, vpon better deliberation 
take in hand this worke. 

| Benotſocxtreamely mad,as to giue more time 

_ tothe Diuell than to God, eſpecially to giue the 

principall time. He were a fooliſh traueller, that 
would willingly gallop al the day quite cotrary to 
his way;and being told of it,would uafives. When 
itdrawes towards Sun-ſet, I will tume into the 
right way. VWhy bee men thus blockiſh for their 

'foules,that knowing themſclues to be our of the 
way of life, will yet of purpoſe deferre to ſer their 
feete into the right path,till ſickneſle or age,when 
the Sunne of their le is at the point of ſetting ? 

.Ah.let our Prouerbe teach vs more wit : Make Hay 


while the Sunne ſhines. Turne,turne,whillt thou haft 
health and ftrength,vſe all tro get repentance and 


aluation. The laſt chicfe opportunitie of getting | 2 


50d,is,when a man hath company, and is in the | - 


Þ, 


ociety of ſome godly wiſe man.able to giue ſound 
counſell and dire&ion,able to an{wereall doubts, 
obiections, and ſcruples of ones ming ; now there 
4s a fir opportuuitie to grow in wiſdome, to be re- 
|folued of all doubts,and to ſecke direRion. 
 Sothen, amanovught not to ſuffer baſhfulnes, 
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or other foo)iſh matters to put by that good com. by” 
| man ication,whereby he might inrich his ſoule. It | 
is a fpeciall fauor of God,that any man can come | 
where his ſeruants are that haue excellent gifts ,' 
and he doth deprive himſelfe of nuich good,thar! 


—_— 
— - 


will nor ſecke to bencfit himſclte by them, Wher | 
the woman of Samaria perceiued Chriſt to bee a | 
Propher,ſhe propoſed her doubt vnto him, albeit | 
hee was a ſtranger. VWhen 704» Baptiſt might be 


come to, the Publicans and ftnners came and af. 


ked whar they ſhould doe.Whileſt the Tayler had 


| berhree ſpeciall occaſions of obtaining good to a 
 mans-owne ſoule from things withourhim : In all 
 whichto take the time is a moſt comendable point ] 


Paul in his keeping, he came to aske that needfu!l, 
queſtion : What ſhall I do? to be ſaued? So if there! 
be any man, whoſe heart is perplexed with ſome 
doubt, or ouerburdened with ſome tentation, or 
ouermaſtered by ſome finne, it is a part of good 
diſcretion for ſuch a one, to goe and ſecke the ad- 
uice-of ſome able Chriſtian or wiſe man, before |, 
thateither himſeltbe roo far gone,orhee want the 
opportunitie of ſuch a counſellor or helper. Theſe 


otwiſdome,but to be negligent is fuch folly as $4- 
lomon reproues, when he ſaith, that x foole hath 4 
price in his hand to vet wiſedome, bat he wants a heart. 
Oh thatmen would bewarcofthis heartleſnes, and | 
rake heed of lofing theirprice,by which they might; 

gerwiſdome.Now I come to Heal of the occaſi- || 
ons of bn 7-91 and theſe are cither in others, 
or in themſelues. Firſt, in others, and that. for 


| their ſoule and body. Sometimes a: man ſhall] , 
' Daft findel | 
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hee hath to deale, that their cares ſtand open, and 
they are ready to drinke in an exhorration or rc-. 


proofe, by reaſon of ſome afflition that is vpon 
(them,or ſome necd they hauc of our help, orfich 
like occaſion. Here is time for a kinde and found. 
admonition,then a man ought in all loue, and yet. 
' with all plainneſſe to follow the occaſion, frikin7 
| (as our prouerbe is) whileſt the iron 1s hot, ſpeaking | 
when hee ſees him in the melting vaine, readie to | 
take all wel,and in = part. And ſo E/;hunotes, 
jthat when a man is brought to his death-bed, and 
tO abborre ali worlely delights, then his eares are! 
\bored;and then there is worke for an interpreter: | 
before the bones clattered,and the mourners loo- | 


but now his words arc obſerued : thus a man may 
doe much good to his neighbours or ſeruants 
ſoule, if hee waite for a time when he is firtore- 
cciue admonition, and then giues him it, asthe | 
'husbandman in drie weather waites for a ſhower 


— 


of raine.,and then ſets in his plow. Againe, for the | - 


| body, ſometimes one ſhall meere with one that | 
hath true neede, that is, in diſtrefſe for his bodily | 
eſtate,and doth indeed wantrelictey this is an oc- | 
caſion and fit timeto ſhew liberalitie; nowa man 
muſt open hispurſe,and be ready to-giuetreely; I 
meane not,that cuery time a man mectsa begger 
he ſhould be giuing, (for to thoſe a man ſhould 
[not giue, butin the very extremitic ofneceſſitie), 
but it our brotherhath beenaftlifted by any loſſe, 


through fire, or ſuch like, (that hee doe not make 
F<; F 2 himſelte | 
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findea kind of tractableneſſe in thoſe with whom | 


ked for the funerall, an interpreter was deſpiſed, | 
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thankes might be ſo much the more carneſt, by 
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himſelfneedy byidleneſſe, but it comes vpon him 
by ſome hand of God) ; here is an obie@ fit for 
|mercie, andhere one may be ſcaſonably liberall 
here is an altar,offer the ſacrifice ofalmes vpon ir, 
which is athing wherewith God is well pleaſed. 
' Some other time, ſparing may bee more fit, bur 
now is a ſeaſon tobe more free of gift, and open 
handed. 

There is an occaſion of doing good offered in 
othcrs, wherein I haue named theſe two particu- 


\ lars,that _ man might accordingly take no- 
| tice of other like. Then,there is alſo occaſion of 


doing good offercd in ones felfe, whether by ſome 
, outward thing that befals him,or by ſome inward 
ſtirring of the minde and affeCtions : as outward- 
ly whena time comes in wherein we haue recei- 
ued ſome more ſpeciall benefit; rhis ſhould pro- 
uoke vs to more Kr 
the benefit. | 
Thus this time of Chriſts Natiuitie ſhould ( if 


true obedience vnto Chriſt, that gaue himſelfe 


for our finnes, and tooke our nature vpon him, ! 
that in ithe might beare our iniquities. So when | 
| wee be in the enioying of Gods creatures,whileſt| 
we becating and drinking,or ſuch like, here is a| 
ſpeciall ſeaſon to lift vp the heart to God,and to 
{kindle a flame of praiſe by this fewell, that our 


/how much wee haue a more preſent fecling of 
Gods mercic,and doeeucntaſtehow good he is. 


——_—. 


—}_4 


ab if 
ſj 


Rm CC 


The Redemption of T tne. [ 


nkfulneſſe by remembrance of 


any way) be celebrated, that it might turne to an 
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| occaſion of more heartie thankſgiuing,and more | 
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On the other fide, a man is ſometimes preſſed. 
with a fore crofle and afflition that pincheth his 
ule; here is a vety fit occaſion of humbling ones 
ſelfe,and —_— heart: for in theſe affli- | 
ions God calls to humiliation for the moſt parr, 
which dutic being performed,after,a man may re- 
ioycc in his affliction, but whileſt the burthen of 
the croſfe is heauie, here is a notable meanes to 
further one in the worke of humiliation, and if 
one can take the time when God ſmites, hee may 
! (atleaſt he ought) cauſe his heart to ſtoop before | 
him with more caſe, than when hee was at more 
eaſe for his body. Againe, ſometimes a man hath 
a more inward ſtirring of his afteQtions, which he 
cannot haue at another time; this muſt be follow- 
ed, greedily taken, ſometimes at the Sermon, or 
vpo ſome other occaſion,a man hearing or think- 
ing of his ſinne,and the puniſhment due thereun- | 
' ro, hauing a kind of pricking in his hart,and ſome | 
rouch of remorſe within him, his conſcience be- | 
gins to tell him that all is nor well,and he growes | 
to ſome orderly concluſion, ſure I will now be | 
ſorrie for this fault,and amend it: now ifone will 
follow this motion, and goe after God when hee 
calles (for this is one of his inward callings)and | 
'notſhoulder it out with fond mirth, but nouriſh | 
it by a plaine confeſſion of his finne to God, and 
an hcartie begging of. grace and ſtrength from 
him.ro doe that which/he now ſees he ſhould do 
this will come to godly forrow, and fo to repen- 
| rance: but elſe if hee choake it and quenchir, it} 
will vaniſh, and the heart will be more hard fro- 
| F3 zent. 
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\zen in the dregs of ſinne, So thar if there be any, 
whoſe heartar this time at the ſpeaking of theſe 
words, whoſe ſoute ſmites him for his ſwearing, 
lying, Sabbath-breaking, whoredome, drunken- | 
nes, gaming,couctoulneſſe,railing,or the like fin; 
letlum when hee is gone out of the Church, caſt 
himſclfe downe in the preſence of God, conteſſe * 

this is his ſinne or ſinnes freely, without difſem-! 
bling; labour to be more ſorrowtull for them than 
euer he was, and pray to God to pull him our of 
'rhis mire. This if hee doe,he ſhall take the time, 
he ſhall be a conuert, the Lord will recciue him, 
as thevnthrifty prodigall ſonne was recciued,and 
by redeeming the time he ſhall inde redemption 
to his ſoulc. But it he deſpiſe this admonition of 
God, his ſoule ſhall be more ſeared than before, | 
his hearr ſhall be delivered to a greater hardneſle} 
and ſenſeleſnefle than eucr before, and ſo be fur- 
ther off from repentance and life, 
| Bur alas, the franticke dealing of men in this 
caſc is too palpable, and to be wondred at, when 
Gods word ſtrikes vpon them, when they fcele 
'the-keeneneſſe of it, when the threatnings haue | 
cut, ſo that they ſmarrfor it; then they runne to 
dicing,carding,drinking, dancing,&c. as it were 
of ſerpurpole to driue away the ſptrirof God,thar 
was comming towards them to hea!- their ſoule. 
None is ſo mad to take ſuch courſes for his bo- 
die,that when he fcelecs the ſore to ſmart, then to 
runne from the Phyſitian, and couer it ouer with 
a clout,or ſtrive to forget it : yetfor their ſoules a/ 
[number deale fo fenſeleſly in this thing as much. 
I , - Woe 
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asin any other, verifying thatname which the ho-; 
{ly Ghoſt hath giuen vnto them,when hee termes| 
(them mad men :for it is a propertie peculiar to a; 
mad man,that feeling paine,he will hate the Phy-} 
fitian,and runne away from him that would help. | 
On, that thoſe of vs which hauc hitherto been ſo} 
mad,would retume now to their mindes, and to 
| God to be healed! Again, ſomrtimes a mans heart 
is ſtirred vp with an mward and ſecret reioycing 


i — ——_— 
| 


or gladneſte. Then faith S. James, If any man bemer- | Lames 5.13; 


ry,let him ſing Pſalmes ; now hee ſhall doe itwith a | 
checretull courage indecd ;and therefore Darid 
would in ſucha caſe riſe at midnight to ſing a 
Pſalme,rather than he would loſe the ſeaſon,when | 
tt would reliſh with him ſo well. | 
| Sometimes alſo a man or a woman ſhall feele 
a ſecret penſiuenefſe growing ouer his heart, ſo 
that it euen melts,as the ground that thawes atter 
a froſt,and he could cuen weepabundantly, tearcs 
offer themſelues ina full meaſure. Here is an excel- 
lent occaſionof renuing ones repentance. Now 
| whateuer be ones company,whareuer be the mat- 


rerin hand, except it be of abſolute neceſſitie, let 
-him leaue it off, and berake him to his chamberor 
ſome ſecret place, let him fall on his knees ; now 
let him open his mouth and acknowledge his fins: 
againſt hinuelte,giuing vent to his griete,and tur-| 
| ning all ro godly forrow.,whatſocuer the vecaſion 
was at firſt. Thus if any body doe; his repentance 
[hall receiuea notable cncreaſe: bur if heepaſſe 3r)/ 
| ouer, his heartwill notanſwwere his deſireanother 


- | time. Furthermore, ſomtinies a maris heat? my 
| | neſtly 
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neſtly moued with ſome hungrie deſire to enioy 
ſome grace of God, and great longing after ſome 
Chriſtian vertue:now let him in the heat & flame 
of his deſire addreſſe himſclte to prayer; then one 
[ſhall ſend vp ſuch piercing cries, and giue ſucha 
loud knock againſt Y gates of Chriſts mercie, that| 
he cannot chuſe but heare,and ſend one back with! 
an almes,as it were; thus he redeems the timer 
elſe his deſires will be fo cold and chill .tauwul 
time,that he ſhal ſcarce thruſt aperirion ontofhls 
lips,and then theſe drop down at his feete,and do 
him little good. And thus in euery other(through 
the turning of our afteftios)we muſt follow Gods 
ſpirir, yea, or nature when it leades vs,wiſely tur- 
ning all to ſpirituall vies. And thus you may per- 
ceive what it is to redeeme the time,and how it 
may be attained, Now let vs come to ſome bricſe 
application of rhe point. 

Firſt,this point thus explained meets witha nii- | 
ber of imperteCions euen in the beſt,and him that 
[is moſt carefull of his waies ; of which we are you 
to take notice,& purpoſe amendment, if we haue 
not hithertoconſidered of them.For this is a 2uli 
ro which a man(cuen ina good meaſure ſpiritual) 
is ſubie& for want of redeeming the time, thar he 
comes to that lazie paſſe now and then, as he hath 


_ [nothing to.do,nothing whereabour to ſettle him- 


(elfe.It is a carnal vnſetlednes in a Chriſtian to be 
lo negliger of his time,as that he ſhould have any. 
aunuee of time, which he knowes not how to be- 
Jnow-vpon ſome good & profitable vie. The Lord 
offers fuch a multitude of occaſions to doe and re- 
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door get ſome good. Andi there be nothing elle, 


,yetthis is ſomething whereabout he hath good oc- 
caſion to be buſied,cuen to fall out with himſelf,be- 


cauſe he hath nothing(I meane he ſeesnothing that 
he hath to do). Sometimes ifmen ſee their ſernants 
ſtanding idle & vabuſted, they can aske them with a 
xind of indignati6,VVhat,can you find nothing to 
do? And ſure the Lord might come with this que- 
ſtion diuers times to vs,and ſay,as itis in this para- 


ble:lWhy ſand you all the day idle?asking whether the 


world wereſo cmpty of occaſions,and our ſelues ſo] 
perteRly wel.as that we can find nothing to do?Bur| | 


there is no houre paſlſeth vs, which wee ſhould not 
find fit for ſome good thing, if we could catchthe 
opportunitie before it be turned,& did notharme 
our ſelues for want of diligent redeeming the time. 


| Yetthereare other faults,of which Chriſtias are 
to be warned: as to begin with the laſtfirſt. How 
many be there that arc {o ſtuffed with worldly bu- 
| {ineſſes, and yet are greedy ofmore, as that they 
canor find leiſure one houre 1n a day,nay ſcarce ina 
yeck,to beſtow vpon reading,praying,meditating 
or conferring ? Yea, as though time were made for 
nothing but to ſeck wealth and tranſitory things,fo 
it is the chicfeſt of their care, It appeares that fuch 
labour not for c6ſcience bur for gaine,becauſe th 

[cannot breake off ordinary labours fo long,as well 
[to performe ordinary duties of religion. Many may 
fay (with griefecnough if they did well) that ther 


| ceiue o0od,thar if we could with wiſdom take the, = 
thereis no houre paſſeth vs,in which we might nor ? 
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hidsarc 1 full of rg world,as thatthey es” 
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chrough the! wecke, take the Bible ineo their hands | 


to reade any thing therein, vnleſſe perhaps it be in | 
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which are borne toa better inheritance, are conter. 


to weare out theſclues in the carth, as if they were! 


to periſh in the carth with other baſer creatures. 


Here is one fault to be amended then: let no Chri-' 


| many(it may be)the next day in ſhooting; ſo many | 
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ſtowed ſuch a = in praying alone,and ſome three 
or foure-daies after,abour a quarter of an houre in 
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come to repent for them ; it was but a word our of 
the way,ſay they.But this power to ſpeake(being a 
gift peculiar to men abous all beaſts) ought to bee 
n:orepreciouſly regarded,than that it ſhould be a- 
buſed for baſeerifles. Then for idle thoughts; who 
makes queſtion of them almoſt? Alas,we donor re- 
| member that God hath ſearching eyes and fierce, 
which pierce into the depth of ones foule. Wee 
dreame that thoughts are not ſo much,and ſpare. 
ourſclues in our vnthriftines, whe we ſhould deale 
more religiouſly with our ſclues. Laſtly, ſome 
might be reproucd for too long lying in bed, and 
ſpending more houres in ſlugging or{lceping,than 


health CO doth require : many perhaps will 
[think that it is lefr to their own pleaſure,& that the 


Preacher is too buſic, it he take vpon him to teach | 
the when to riſe, as though it were no fault ro ouer- 
{lcep themſelues. Indeed ſome old and fickly mens 
bodics muſt take it whe they may;bur for the grea- 
'reſt part of men, if rhey knew what good the firſt 
halfe houre of the carly morning ſpent in religious 
exerciſes would bring them, they would nor loue 
ſleep ſo well,as for it tonegle& them. It is well faid, 
He that ſecks me early, ſhall fnd me,and it well may be| | 
literally vnderſtood. Therefore (brethren) there is 
none but may ſee a fault in himſelf in theſereſpeRs, 
ſome or al of them,and happy is he that reſolues to 
mend it. Therfore if you will rake good counſel,do | 
thus whe you come home. Think,alas,if time muſt | 
be reckoned for,and ſhould be redeemed, how far | 
am I behind hand with God, that (whatfor ſlecpe,} ; 
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thoughts, and exceffiue worldlines)T cannot make a | 
good account of the forrith, yea of the hundreth 

| part of my time?And thengricue becauſe thou haſt 
| ag bin ſuch an vnthrift of time,& now begin careſuily 
[to ſpare before all be gone. But now heere isa re-| - 
roofe more ſharp for ſome others,thatarenot wil- 
8 to hearc of that care. Tell them they muſt not 
ſpenda whole day,or a whole night in playing and 
ſporting. What not at Chriſtmas? ( 7 they) why, 
vou are too preciſe: well,but yet vouchſafe to coli- 
der a little what God ſpeakes, Thoufaiſt,this is roo 
much preciſenes,& lo bith the world;buty Apoſtle! 
bids to walke preciſely or warily, redeeming the 
time : and he that wil take time tocard or dice,and 
co vic lawfull recreations immoderatly (I meane ſo 
as to be at his play the greater your *< the day,& it 
may be ſome, ifnotthe moſt of the night too) ſhall 
pay full dearely for it: cither he muſt repent, & vn- 
doe this with much gricfe & ſorrowofheart,or elſe 
he muſt ſmarrfor ithercafter worſe in hell. I would 
not deale ouer fharply with thee : but take Gods 
louing admonition, & let him hauc one tenth part 
of the foure and twenty houres : yea more a good 
dealc than fo,naw that thou haſt more leaſure than! 
| ordinary. And here isyet a kind of people thatare 
to be rigorouſly handled, ſuch as areall gameſters, 
that ſpend no onchoure waking,but vpon pleaſure: | 
the world calls them ſcatter-goods, and the Lord; 
wil call them ſcatter-houres,that do miſſpend both 
.o0ds & houres.Such(let the thinke of themſclues 
how ey will)as do make gaming the greateſt part. 
(it nor all) of their occupation,muſt be content to 
| + hear C +: - 
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heare that they have no portion in heauen, as they 
can keepe no portion in carth. How can one haue| 
rreaſyre in heauen, thatneuer laid vpany there? if 
50d hatea gameſter, ſo that hee will not giue him 
700d clothes to his backe,(now he hath threatned 
har hee ſhall be clothed with rags) hee will much 
efle affoord him aſeate in heauen. And howſocuer 
ora time rhey may ruffle it out, and be clad better 
han their more laborious neighbors, yet this trade 
7ill ſurely vadoe them, for they haue brought this 
»erill vpon theſelues,that cithcr God muſt not be 
rue, or they muſt not be rich, hee muſt fortcit his 
ruth,or they their goods, beſides their name and 
. (oule:wherfore let ſuch as hauc hitherto giuen their 
» daies to ſuch an vnſanified & inordinate courſe, | 
ſurceaſe fro the praQtice of their lewdnes; and both 
in conſcience for their ſoules ſake, & in diſcretion. 
for their goods ſake, reſolue to become better huſ- 
| bands of tice, lefttheir gaming on earth bring hes: | 
. gery to their latter daies, and damnation to their 
Fae for euer. Laſtly,letall good Chriſtias be ad.- 
moniſhed to make precious account of their time, 
and with much carefulnes to take the ſeaſons & op- 
portunities of God, according as they haue heard 
1: i5 their duty. Chriſtians cither indeed purpoſe to 
learnc, or aſt make a. ſhew of ſuch a purpoſe when 
they come to Church;Ah,that we nitghtall learne 
this thrift, & practice it as we haue heard: ys LO 
day,8& hold on ſtill.Now is a time of remembring 
[the moſt admirableworkeot Chriſts incarnation, 
when hce was made fleſh of the as. 97 to purge vs| 
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from ſin,ang fauevsirom wrath by the ſhedding of| 
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| Chriſt ſpendir more religiouſly &fſoberly than all 


| obſerue me ſpeciall time of remembring ir,ſhew: 
that wee remember his goodnefle by doing good, | 


| God that loued iniquitie; and were delighted with 
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his blood, and ſuffering 


fetting or wantonneſſe, but take ſome ſpace to 
conſider of the greatneſlc of this benefit, and to be| 
thankfull proportionably thereunto. I would T 
might hope to preuaile with any by this exhorrati- 
on : but howſocuer,it is needfull tobe ſpoke., that 
none may haue occa(16 to pretend ignorance. You | 
ſee or might ſee your duties in this behalfe:and in 
praiſing the ſame ſhall finde the benefit of it. Bur 
fooles will ſcorne admonirion, and caoſe that hane 
accuſtomed themaſclues to luſt,wil notbe intreated 
ro pull their necks from our their hard yoke, aud to 
ſeruc a better Maſter :nay,(o fooliſh are a number, 
that they thinke to doe Chriſt great honor in ſpen- 
ding the day whereon they imagine that hee was 
borne,and fomefew that follow it,in more than or- 
dinary riot and finfull exceſſe : as though hewere a 


| 


drinking,& willing & gaming, and fwearing, and 
ſurfetting, and all diſorder : but thofe that know 
Chriſt, know full well that hee is nor pleaſed with 
ſuch pranks. Wherefore if wee will = a day to 


other daies,not more prophanely and luxuriouſly, 
We ſhould neither forget higbirth: but when wee 


| more honor to his name,not by committing wy | 


rebellion againſt him. And co conclude, as at this 
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option of Time. Sm} 
ing: which hee endured in his} 
deſh. Giue-notall (ah, why ſhould wee giue any | 
| of it?) this time to play, chiefly to bezeling, ſur- | 
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time ſoat al times, let al men tharwould hane the 
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tles well furniſhed with inward ſubſtance, play 
the good husbands in taking time & opportunitie, 
[/Whenſocuer we find any fit occafion of getting or 
(doing good in our ſelues or others, let it nor fo, 
but lay hold vpon it,and vſe ir, It is ioyfull tro think 
(if we could think of it ſeriouſly )whart commoditie 
this thriit weuld bring ;how much knowledge and 
;godlin*'s might he get,that would keep his tongue 
and heart carcfully ro good matters? What a large 
treaſure of good works might he haue, that would 
be _ wnenſocuer his neighbours neceſlitic cal- 
led for help,to frerch our his hand for his reliefe * 
\and when 4: ſaw him fit for an admonition,would 
'wilcly beſtow it vpo him? how full of grace ſhould 
his old age & (icknes be,that would giuc his health 
to God,& his fir{t yeeres to the ſcruice of his ſoule? 
how greatacquaintance might he getin the palace 
of Wiſedome, that would come to her at her firſt 
[call.and enter ſo ſooneas the doores were ſetopen? 
how many tins might a man leaue, and howmuch 
power ſhould he ger ouer al fin,that (when hisharr 
{mites him)would turne to God by praier and con- 


fefſion > What great race would aitfEtion bring, 
if a man would ſectle w 7 tobumiliation, and 
age his heart in time of affli ? how much 


kfulnes might hee hane, that woirld life vp his 
heart to God in the fruition of euery bleſſing? how 
many feruent prayers might he ſtore vp in heauen | 
hat would not fore-{low time,when hefecles his 


wfhres carneſt 2 how Go might he worgh 


ef Chriſt, and how plentifully, that would take 
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mirth/mto aPſalme, and offer it vpto Gods Oh, 


what « large encreaſe of grace! would this cars, 
bring ; how ſhould hisſo 


more ground. that is carelefly dreſſed :1o rhewea- 
ker means with thiscare,would be more me 


ie:[tisnotthe greatneſſe of ones lining rhatmakes 


one rich, butthe good employigg & ''/ary huBan- 


ding of it: ſoit isnot the greatnes of the meancs, 

bur the diligent redeeming of time, to make #ſe of 
the meahes, that makes the foule wealthy. Bur if 
great meancs great care, the encreaſe. 


comes it,that 
fog the ſtorcof all good meanes of Aluation: 


ry beggars and banckruprs, becauſe of their 
negligence totakethe Tye and fitſcaſon. They let 


palleallyood: apportunigigs 8 Gare nowuyor nyoes 
caſion for ule nd bow ineheir 

| hearted Chyiftian 
'this wiſedo eg 
ſtore his fol eaſth, which wilt ow 


-thriue,thatwonuld be 
|chus husbandly ?.Surely as chec6mon ſpeechhath] 
cron a little land well tilled, belote much| 


to inrich thetheart;thanarethe ftrongeſt wi 


wall be'fo: much the more kn c,aSa large liufr:g| 
ſo good huſbandry.Br 
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